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 Montclair State University 

Department of Classics and General Humanities 

 

ANNUAL REPORT FOR AY 2006-2007 - HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 

YEAR’S ACTIVITIES 
 

I.  STAFFING 

B. Tenure, Promotion, Leadership: 

 Sulochana Asirvatham was awarded tenure. 

 Aditya Adarkar was promoted to Associate Professor 

 Glen R. Gill (B.A., M.A., Western Ontario; Ph.D. McMaster) was hired from 

Troy State University (Alabama) as an assistant professor, effective Sept. 1, 2007, 

to fill our Mythology position.. 

 Jean Alvares was elected department chair effective for AY 2007-2008. 

 

II.    CURRICULUM 

A. New Courses: 
 

 GNHU 320 Selected Topics in Interdisciplinary Humanities:  This course was 

developed and proposed by Jean Alvares and other colleagues in order to provide 

a framework for new courses that examine topics or issues using the content and 

approaches of two or more Humanities fields.  It will be offered with a Mythology 

topic in Spring 2008. 

 

 Prejudice and Its Discontents was developed and taught by Aditya Adarkar as 

an interdisciplinary upper-level humanities course under GNHU 470 during the 

Spring semester.  Prejudice exists in social structures and institutions in myriad 

ways. This course examines a series of case studies involving a range of 

systematic and subtle prejudice.  It covers the general nature of prejudice but 

requires students to think through a variety of specific kinds of prejudice and 

oppression. Students analyze the prejudices associated with race, class, and 

gender, but  also dissect and deconstruct prejudices such as homophobia, 

xenophobia, and anti-Semitism. The course also questions the logic of prejudice 

and exposes the structure of institutions that allow for and encourage prejudice. It 

also looks at historical solutions to entrenched and occasional prejudice, and 

develops new ones. Employing a variety of disciplinary perspectives, this course 

allows students to explore issues and develop analyses from a variety of 

humanistic approaches. 

 

 Discover Palestine was offered as HONP  103 Selected Topics in Contemporary 

Civilization during the Spring.   Susan Hussein developed and taught this course 



 2 

with the goal of increasing global awareness and  understanding by examining the 

geography and ancient history of Israel-Palestine in light of the current situation 

there. The course included contributions from Dr. Ahmed Ghodieh, Chair of the 

Dept. of Geography at An-Najah University in Nablus, and a guest lecture by Dr. 

Gregory Pope of the Department of Environmental Sciences. Students made use 

of an open-source substitute for BlackBoard, Moodle, that permitted participation 

and sharing of materials by Palestinian students at An-Najah University.   
 

 Also worthy of note this year was the revival, after a lapse of over 15 years, of 

GNHU 385 Greek Tragedy, an upper-level undergraduate course in translation 

on a topic which is central to Classical Studies and critical for helping those 

studying English and Theatre to understand the Western dramatic tradition.  The 

instructor was Mary English, whose wide interests in theatre history make her 

especially appropriate for this course. 
 

B. Undergraduate curriculum revision/improvement 
 

 The first stage of needed revision of the upper-level Latin curriculum began in 

conjunction with the task of designating prerequisites for upper-level courses. 

 

 During the spring semester  a working group of faculty concerned with the 

General Humanities Major began extensive discussions about future directions for 

the program that should lead to significant re-thinking and revision during the 

next 1-2 years.  Of particular concern were the large number of courses taken by 

GH majors in other departments, how prerequisites in those courses will be 

handled for these students, the need of our department to teach more major 

elective courses for the students in this program, and the desirability of making 

significant changes in several aspects of the major.   

 

 Jean Alvares, the coordinator of the GenEd/introductory-level major courses 

General Humanities I and II, reports the success of an experimental first year of 

incorporating sections of common readings into the syllabi of all sections 

(Euripides’ Hippolytus  in GH I, Racine’s Phèdre in GH II) plus the use in GH I 

of a brief book, The Humanities and the Classical Tradition, authored by 

department members and printed for our program by Pearson Custom Publishing, 

as a supplementary text in all sections.  The purpose of these measures is to make 

sure that all students are exposed to the importance of the classical tradition in 

Western culture—later as well as earlier—and to provide a prolegomenon to the 

more in-depth study of the humanities which those students who major in General 

Humanities will undertake. 

 

 Tim Renner convened an interdepartmental committee of faculty who teach 

archaeological materials to begin considering additionas and other revisions to the 

Archaeology curriculum, including the Archaeology Minor.  This process will 

resume, with participation by additional faculty from Anthropology, Art & 

Design, and Earth & Environmental Studies, in Fall 2007.  
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 An interdepartmental committee led by Aditya Adarkar completed the curriculum 

for an Asian Studies Minor at MSU and received approval for it by the curriculum 

committies. 

 

 

C. New Program Implementation and Development: 

 

 

 The General Humanities Major with Concentration in Elementary 

Education (joint program with the Department of Early Childhood, Elementary, 

and Literacy Education) was fully implemented with respect to curriculum this 

year. 

 

 Latin track in MSU’s MAT –  In view of anticipated changes to the structure of 

MSU’s MAT programs, and because of the department’s decision that a Latin 

MAT ought to have a more robust curriculum in the specialty area than do most 

of MSU’s current MAT’s, we decided to not submit the basic version of the 

program that we had developed, but rather to continue discussions in light of the 

above factors, with a view to submitting, hopefully within the next couple of 

years, an MAT or M.Ed. proposal that takes into account more thoroughly what 

we believe prospective Latin teachers ought to know. This concentration will 

create an additional means for MSU to supply urgently needed secondary school 

and middle school Latin teachers to New Jersey and beyond 

 

 M.A. in General Humanities – The proposal for this 30-credit program, related 

in concept to the Master of Arts in Liberal Studies as found in many institutions, 

but also able to be used by students as a springboard for further graduate study, 

will hopefully proceed to a market survey and and a more through version during 

the next 2-3 semesters in order that it may be submitted for the curriculum 

approval process.  

 

 

III. PROGRAMS, PROJECTS, SPECIAL EVENTS, OUTREACH 

 

 

A. Special Events and Outreach: 

 

Classics Day – On October 19, Classics Day 2006, sponsored by the Department and by 

the Institute for the Humanities, brought 480 New Jersey secondary school students from 

all over the state—one of the biggest turnouts ever in the program’s 18-year history—to 

the campus to hear talks on Women and Weaving in Greece and Rome (Prudence Jones), 

the Myth of Pygmalion (P. Salzman), the ancient story of Oedipus and modern 

psychoanalysis (E. Templeton), and the relevance of Greco-Roman drama to our 

contemporary world.  These events were followed by the customary written competition 

in Roman history, Latin language, and mythology and by a complimentary lunch for the 

Latin teachers with our department members. 
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Troy and the Trojan War: Incorporating the Classics into the Middle School 

Curriculum - This program, held on December 1, organized by Tim Renner and Jay 

Braverman, and sponsored by the Institute and the Department, brought to campus 25 

middle school teachers of English, Social Studies, and Latin to hear presentations by 

department members Jean Alvares, Prudence Jones, Susan Hussein, Jay Braverman, and 

Carol Kotch on the archaeology of Troy, ancient epic treatments of the war, and 

techniques for presenting Troy and other myth-related topics to students of these grade 

levels.  The program is an experiment, hopefully to be continued, in outreach to middle 

school teachers to discover what use they already make of the Classics and how they 

might be further helped.  

 

Classics & General Humanities Lectures – The goal of this series is to have a talk each 

semester by a distinguished scholar for the benefit of the campus as a whole but 

especially for students concentrating in Classics or General Humanities. 

 

 Thursday, Nov. 13, 11:30 A.M. –  Marina Warner, Department of Literature, Film 

and Theatre Studies, University of Essex (UK), ―Fairy Tales, Monsters, and 

Myths, the Ogre’s Appetite‖ (cosponsored with the Department of Spanish & 

Italian, The Coccia Institute, The Institute for the Humanities, the Department of 

English)  

 

 Wednesday, April 18, 11:30am –  Victor Castellani, Department of Classical & 

Modern Languages and Literatures, The University of Denver, ―Athena and 

Friends: Her Collaborators at Troy and on Other Adventures.‖ 

 

On the occasion of the lecture by Professor Castellani, winners of the departmental Kibbe 

and Peins scholarships for the study of Latin and Classics were introduced..   

 

 

 

Archaeological Institute of America (Northern New Jersey Society) Lectures – The 

2005-2006 lecture program, organized by Senta German and cosponsored by the 

Department, consisted of 

 

Wednesday October 11, 6pm - Dr. Thomas Hikade: Department of Classical, Near 

Eastern and Religious Studies, University of British Columbia, ―Centers of Power: 

Hierakonpolis and the State Formation in Ancient Egypt.‖  

 

Thursday November 16- 5pm - Dr. Kimberly Bowes, Department of Art History and 

Music, Fordham University , ―Fighting the Church: Private Churches and Domestic 

Piety in the Age of Constantine.‖  

 

Thursday December 7, 5pm - Dr. Jean Sorbella, Department of Art and Art History, 

Adelphi University, "Romancing the Monster: Greek Artists and the Face of 

Medusa." 
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Wednesday, February 7, 6 pm - Dr. Timothy Gregory, Department of Anthropology, 

Ohio State University, ―Bathing on the Isthmus: Public Bathing in Greek and Roman 

Times at the Sanctuary of Poseidon at Isthmia.‖ 

Monday, April 23, 6pm - Professor Roger Wilson, Department of Classics & 

Religious Studies, University of British Columbia, ñAnimals for the Arena: The 

Roman Wild  Beast Trad e.‖ 

 

 

B. Off-Campus Outreach to Teachers of Latin: 
 

 Mary English gave a lecture to the New Jersey Classical Association, the state’s 

organization of secondary and middle school Latin teachers,  on ―Catullus 64‖ in 

Oceanport, NJ on March 3.  

 

 Tim Renner gave a talk on ―Learning About Multi-Layered Roman Society 

Through Law‖ to the American Classical League in Nashville, TN on June 29;  

      at the same conference Mary English spoke on ―Turning ACL Talks Into      

     Classical Outlook Articles.‖   The ACL is the principal North American     

      organization promoting the teaching of Latin and classical studies in the schools   

      as well as in colleges and universities. 

 

 

 

IV. OTHER STUDENT AND FACULTY ACHIEVEMENTS/HONORS 

  

Journal editorships: 

 

 Classical Outlook:  Mary C. English (editor) – The journal of the American 

Classical League and most widely circulating Classics periodical in North 

America; aimed at teachers of Latin and the Classics in the schools and on the 

college level; publishes articles, reviews, and creative work with special emphasis 

on teaching, teaching resources, the AP Latin exam, and the classical tradition. 

 

 Bulletin of the American Society of Papyrologists: Timothy Renner (associate 

editor) – A specialized, peer-reviewed journal with an international editorial 

advisory board and publishing articles and reviews concerning  the cultures, 

history, archaeology, and belief systems of Greco-Roman Egypt and concerning 

ancient documents on papyrus and ostracon. 

 

- For the Department 

  Timothy Renner, Chair, 20 July 2007 


