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I. Staffing  

 

New Hires 

     Anna Feldman, Ph.D. The Ohio State University in Computational Linguistics. 

 

Graduate Assistants 

 Ekaterina Arshavskaya (Supplemental GA), Ying Chen, Patrícia Grunther  

 

II. Curriculum Development 
 

Programs 

American Sign Language was expanded to a 2 year program, with AMSL201, a free 

elective, attracting 17 students. The program employed six instructors and taught 187 

students in the AMSL101 through 202 curriculum. 

 

An assessment instrument was developed for the BA in Linguistics. It is designed to be 

given to entering majors in our LNGN210 class and again to our seniors in 

LNGN301/302 Semantics/Pragmatics. 
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Courses 

ESOL 173 Academic Writing received General Education status as a World Language. 

 

Use of Classroom Technology 

In December, an MA paper presentation was delivered from Tokyo by Kae Shigeta 

through MSN Instant Messenger (now Windows Live Messenger). Ms. Shigeta 

coordinated her talk with her slide presentation and then answered questions 

spontaneously in video conference mode allowing faculty and students at MSU to see and 

hear Ms. Shigeta and vice versa. Susana Sotillo facilitated the Skype technology. 

 

III. Programs, Projects, Special Events 

 

Projects 

The Linguistics Department, in conjunction with the Office of Academic Affairs for 

Curriculum and Instruction, the Global Education Center, the College of Humanities and 

Social Sciences, the College of Education and Human Services, the Center of Teaching 

through Technology, and Sprague Library, submitted a proposal to the Chinese National 

Office for the Teaching of Chinese as a Foreign Language (Hanban) to establish a branch 

of the Confucius Institute at Montclair State. The proposal includes a Chinese language 

and culture program, which involves Chinese as a World Language courses and Chinese 

minor courses, a Chinese as a Foreign Language Teacher Education Program, a Chinese 

Language and Culture Outreach and Research Program, which involves study abroad and 

university liaison programs, conference, and cultural events programs, and a Chinese 

Language Proficiency Testing Program. The proposal builds on the Linguistics 

Department’s strengths in language teacher education, in program building with several 

universities in Shanghai, and in Chinese cultural programming (see Special Events). 

 

Special Events 

 

Yahui Olenik organized the following events for the students in our Japanese and 

Chinese programs. 

 

Fall, 2006       

1) Chinese Culture Trip September 20. 2006, NYC  

 Metropolitan Art Museum, special Chinese Calligraphy Exhibition 

 Chinatown, lunch and local Chinese culture immersion        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

2) Introduction to Chinese Characters & Calligraphy 10:00-11:00 AM, September 

22, 2006, Dickson 122 

 

3) Ikebana –Free Style 12:30-1:30 PM, September 22, 2006, Dickson 122 

 

4) Introduction to Chinese Characters & Calligraphy, Session 2 September 27, 2006,  

Dickson 122 

 

5) Chinese Moon Festival Celebration October 4, 2006, Ballrooms A/B, Student 

Center 

Over one hundred people from local and campus communities enjoyed an evening of 

Chinese culture in a program consisted of:  

 Chinese martial arts in 8 forms presented by a local martial arts studio 

 Chinese Taiji Fan Dance by a local New Jersey amateur group 
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 Chinese Minority dances by a talented MSU student  

 Special guest students from Shanghai Theater Academy singing Chinese pop 

 String quartet of Chinese melodies performed by MSU students 

 Hands-on activities: Chinese calligraphy and mahjong 

 Sampling of Chinese moon cakes & Chinese tea  

 Chinese cuisine prepared by Yahui Olenik  

 

6) Japanese Culture Trip October 15, 2006, American Theater of Actors, NYC 

“A Scene with a Red Bird”, a play written by Minoru Betsuyaku, “The Japanese Beckett” 

 
7) Mahjong Workshop 12:30-2:00 PM, October 18, 2006, Dickson 122 

Introduction to a great Chinese pass time 

 

8) JET Programme Information Session 3:00-4:00 PM, October 18, 2006, Brantl 

Lecture Hall in Dickson Hall 

 

9) Mahjong with Prof. Aihua Li 11/1/06 Dickson 122 

 

Spring, 2007 

1) “First Moon”, a Chinese film in celebration of Chinese Lunar New Year February 

22, 2007, Dickson Hall 122 

 

2) Chinese Calligraphy Workshop March 29, 2007, Dickson Hall 122 

 

3) Ikebana with Professor Olenik April 19, 2007, Dickson Hall 122 

 

 

Student Organizations 

 

The Japanese Language Circle held weekly meetings throughout the year. Meetings 

included activities like cultural events, Ikebana, calligraphy, mahjong, and planning for 

special events (see above). 

 

The Chinese Club was also active, sponsoring Calligraphy workshops and special events 

(see above). 

 

A new student organization, the Graduate Linguistics Association of Montclair State 

(GLAMS), was organized in Spring 2007 and held an inaugural picnic on May 19.  

 

Workshops 
 

Alice Freed sponsored a workshop on writing for Linguistics as a social science to 19 

graduate students in our MA program on February 15. 
 

Longxing Wei sponsored workshops in fall 06 to prepare MA candidates for their 

comprehensive examinations. 

 

New Course Development: 

 

Susana Sotillo is developing an undergraduate course in Semiotics for students majoring 

in Linguistics. 



CHSS Annual Report 2006-2007 

 

IV.  Other Department/Program Achievements and Endeavors 

 

Montclair in Shanghai 

Longxing Wei continues to direct the summer study abroad program: Montclair in 

Shanghai – Chinese Culture and Environment (May 25-June 25, 2006) sponsored by 

Montclair State University, the Linguistics Department, and the Global Education Center. 

Thirteen students from across the university are participating in the program. 

 

 

Student Accomplishments 

 Three graduate students have been accepted into Ph.D. programs this past year: 

o Simona Mancini, Univ. of Siena, Cognitive Science (with fellowship) 

o Diego Vargas, CUNY Graduate Center, Hispanic Linguistics 

o Louise Talijan, CUNY Graduate Center, Linguistics 

Ms. Mancini scored the highest out of the 40 candidates taking the entrance exams to 

Siena. 

 

 The department held two mini-conferences this year at which eight graduating MA 

candidates presented their research. The mini-conference gives students experience in 

speaking before a group of professionals on an academic topic and allows them to share 

their research. One candidate delivered her presentation from Kyoto through Skype.  

 Eight MA degrees were awarded through the Linguistics Department in 2006-7, 

including: 
Jessica Delarosa. Preferred Second Language Learning Strategies of Japanese and  

 Colombian Students 

 Ann Evans. Factors Affecting Language Maintenance of the  

  Ethnic Macedonian Community in Greece  

 Reem Faraj. The Role of Derivational Morphology in English-Arabic Medical  

  Translation 

 Maria Nicasio. Lexical Borrowing Through Globalization. 

 Jillian Ritchie. Analysis of ‘weil’ clauses in spoken German: A Competition Model 

 Joanna Rodzen. The Intelligibility of Indian English: How Teaching American  

  English to Indian Students Affects Their Intelligibility for Americans 

 Kae Shigeta. A Corpus-based Study of Japanese Non-Native Speakers Use of Polite  

  Negative Forms 

 Diego Vargas. Native and Non-native Speakers’ Perceptions of Non-native Accents 

 Serena Williams. Variation in Interlanguage as a Function of Task Type  

 

Grant Proposals Submitted 
Call, M. 2007 Resubmission of proposal to NIH entitled: Eye-Tracking Analysis of  

Temporal Processing during Sentence Comprehension, with David Townsend. 

 

Feldman, A. Spencer Foundation: An Arabic Learner Corpus for Improving Arabic Instruction  

(ALC-IAI) with Eileen Fitzpatrick and Ghazi Abuhakema. 

 

Feldman, A. 2007: NEH (Digital Humanities Start-up Grants, GRANT00242025): Arabic 

Learner Corpora for Second Language Acquisition Research (ALC-SLA), pending, with Eileen 

Fitzpatrick and Ghazi Abuhakema. 

 

Feldman, A. 2007: Department of Education (DOE) (International Research and Studies, 

GRANT00239866) grant application: Arabic Learner Corpora: Collection, Tools, and 
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Applications (ALC-CTA), pending, with Eileen Fitzpatrick and Ghazi 

Abuhakema. 

 

Feldman, A. 2006: National Science Foundation (NSF)(Computer and Information Sciences and 

Engineering (CISE), Information and Intelligent Systems (IIS) cluster, medium project, 0705402) 

grant application: Resource-light Approaches to Multilingual Corpora Annotation. 

  

Wei, L. 2007. Grant proposal submitted to the Office of the Chinese Language Council 

International (Beijing, China) for setting up Confucius Institute at Montclair State 

University.   
 

 

VI. Faculty Achievements  

   

Scholarship 
Books and Other Monographs  

 Feldman, Anna and Xiaofei Lu, Eds. 2007. Proceedings of the North-American  

Chapter of Association for Computational Linguistics-Human Language 

Technologies (NAACL-HLT 2007) Workshop on Computational 

Approaches to Figurative Language}, Rochester, NY. 

  Fitzpatrick, E. (ed.). 2007. Beyond the Word: Corpus Linguistics from Phrase  

   to Discourse. Rodopi. 

  Freed, A. Forthcoming. edited volume (with Susan Ehrlich) .'Why Do You 

 Ask?' The Function of Questions in Institutional Discourse. Oxford 

 University Press.  

 
Articles and Chapters 

Feldman and Katya Arshavskaya. 2007. ``Russian and English Event  

Annotation: A Pilot Study''. Annotating Variation and Change. Studies in 

Variation, Contacts and Change in English, Vol. 1, Meurman-Solin, 

Anneli & Arja Nurmi (eds.) 

 

 Freed, A. Forthcoming. (With Susan Ehrlich). Introduction - The nature of 

 questions and questioning across institutional settings. In 'Why Do You 

 Ask?' The Function of Questions in Institutional Discourse. Oxford 

 University Press. 

      

 Freed, A. Forthcoming. Question use in telephone-sales telemarketing. In 

 'Why Do You Ask?' The Function of Questions in Institutional 

 Discourse. Oxford University Press.  
 

Sotillo, S. Using Instant Messaging for Collaborative Learning: A Case Study.   

Innovate, February/March, 2006. 

 

Sotillo, S.  Forthcoming.  “Online Language Learning: Learner Errors and 

Collocations in Instant Messenger Negotiated Exchanges.”  In Electronic 

Discourse for Foreign Language Teaching & Learning, Volume co-

editors: Lee Abraham & Lawrence Williams. Series editors (Language 

Learning & Language Teaching): Nina Spada & Jan Hulstijn.  John 

Benjamins Publishing Co. 

 

 

http://http/www.innovateonline.info/
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Sotillo, S. ERIC System Reprint: The Impact of Job-Related Instruction on  

Language Use: The Case of a Long-Term Resident Second Language 

Learner. (Originally published in 1987 in Working Papers in Applied 

Linguistics, University of Pennsylvania.) 

 

 

Wei, L. 2007.Codeswitching and the Bilingual Mental Lexicon. In Barbara E.  

Bullock and Almeida Jacqueline Toribio (Eds.), The Handbook of Code-

switching. Cambridge University Press.   

 

Wei, L. 2007.Intrasentential Codeswitching as Conceptual Projection of Lemmas  

in the Bilingual Mental Lexicon. Journal of Cognitive Science 149-179. 

 

Wei, L. 2006.The Multilingual Mental Lexicon and Lemma Transfer in Third  

Language Learning. International Journal of Multilingualism 3/2, 88-104.  
 

 Wei, L. 2006.Interlanguage as a Composite Developing System. The Proceedings  

  of the Sixth International Symposium on Applied Linguistics and  

Language Teaching. 

 

 
Reviews and Notes 

 Call, M. 2007 Review of Ayoun and Salaberry's /Tense and Aspect in Romance  

 Languages/ in the /Modern Language Journal/ vol 91, No.2 pp. 292-293. 

Call, M. 2007 Review of Simon Borg's Teacher Cognition and Language Education.The  

 Modern Language Journal. 

 Feldman, A. 2006. Book Review of Bolshakov, Igor A. and Alexander Gelbukh's  

  Computational Linguistics: Models, Resources, Applications. In  

  Computational Linguistics, 32(3), pp.443-444, MIT Press. 

Sotillo, S. 2007. Book Review of Gibson, Ferguson (2006). Language Planning  

and Education.  To appear in Current Issues in Language Planning,  Fall  

2007. 

 

. 

 
Papers/Presentations  

Mary Call 
“Telicity, Sentence Processing, and Language Pedagogy” Paper presented at the  

AATSP Conference in Salamanca, Spain with D. Townsend, M. Seegmiller, S.  

Mancini, and N. Ilia. 2006. 

“The Aspectual Interpretation of English Sentences by Native and Non-native  

Speakers” Paper presented at the AAAL Conference in Montreal, Canada with  

D. Townsend, M. Seegmiller, S. Mancini, and N. Ilia. 2006. 

Anna Feldman 

“Russian and Chinese Event Annotation: A Pilot Contrastive Study”. (with Xiaofei Lu of 

Penn State). Accepted for presentation at the annual meeting of the international 

conference on Corpus Linguistics, Birmingham, UK.  

“Accessing Temporal Relationship: An Automatic Approach”. Accepted for presentation 

at the annual meeting of CALICO, Texas, US.  

Eileen Fitzpatrick  

“Detecting deception in civil and criminal narratives.”  Panel on the linguistics of  

 deception. Moderator: Carole Chaski, ALIAS Technologies. International  
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Association of Forensic Linguistics Conference. Univ. of Washington. July 12-15, 

2007. 

Susana Sotillo 

Invited speaker to the First Latin American Mobile Learning Symposium, Bogota,  

Colombia, August 23-24, 2007. 

SMS as an Instructional Tool, Innovate-Live Seminar Series, Webminar leader,  

Thursday, June 7, 2007 (http://breeze.uliveandlearn.com/iss/). 

Communicating and Learning with the Smartphone, NJTESOL/NJBE Spring Conference,  

Double Tree and Garden State Exhibit Center, Somerset, NJ, Tuesday, May 22,  

2007. 

Technology and Pedagogy.  CHSS College Meeting, April 25, 2007. 

Semiotic Microsystems:  SMS outside Classroom Contexts─CALL Contributions to SLA, 

AAAL Annual Conference, Costa Mesa, CA, April 24, 2007. (Paper presented by 

Louise Talijan.)   

Learner Errors and Collocations in Instant Messenger Negotiated Exchanges.  Joint 

AAAL/CAAL Annual Conference, Montreal, Canada, June 19, 2006.   

Longxing Wei 

10/2006. Codeswitching as Unequal Activation of Lemmas in the Bilingual Mental 

Lexicon. The 5th International Conference on the Mental Lexicon. Montreal, 

Quebec, Canada. 

 

8/2006. Interlanguage as a Composite Developing System. The 7th International 

Symposium on Applied Linguistics and Language Teaching. Beihang University, 

Beijing, China.   

 

 

Grants/Contracts/Awards 
Mary Call. Conference Planning Grant ($2000) from the NJ Commission on Higher Education for  

travel to TESOL Conference. Dr. Call will chair the NJ Higher Education ESL Conference 

to be held atMSU in 2009. Dr. Call is the Conference Co-Chair for the 2007 conference to 

held at Kean in October.  

Eileen Fitzpatrick. Deception Detection for Interview Analysis. Center for the Advanced Study of  

 Language, University of Maryland. $288,415. 

Susana Sotillo. Learner Errors and Collocations in Instant Messenger Negotiated Exchanges.  

 Global Education Research Grant. 

Longxing Wei. Content-based English Teacher Training Program. International Faculty  

 Development Program by Montclair State University – East China Normal University &  

 Shanghai Normal University $65,000 

Longxing Wei.Interlanguage as a Composite Developing System. MSU Global Education  

 Research Grant. $800. 

 

 

 

Professional Distinctions  (Offices in professional organizations, etc.) 

 

o   Mary Call. November 2006 -- Reviewer for Fulbright English Language     

Teaching Assistantships in Korea 

http://breeze.uliveandlearn.com/iss/
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o Mary Call is a member of the Council on the Education of Language Minority 

Students, CELMS, a group selected by the Commission on Higher Ed who are 

engaged in the education of people whose first language is not English.  

o Dr. Call also serves as the university representative to the New Jersey ESL 

Administrators Council.  

o Anna Feldman is a member of the Editorial Board, The Linguistics Journal (Time 

Taylor International) 
o Dr. Feldman is also a member of the Editorial Board, International Journal of 

Information Technology Research (JITR) 
o Dr. Feldman was Co-organizer and Co-chair, Workshop on Computational 

Approaches to Figurative Language, The Annual Meeting of the North-American 

Chapter of the Association for Computational Linguistics, Rochester, NY. 2007 
o Dr. Feldman was a Program Committee Member, The 20th International Florida 

Artificial Intelligence Research Society (FLAIRS 2007) Conference, 

Trends in  Natural Language Processing 

o Dr. Feldman reviewed a book proposal for Thomas Wadsworth. 

o Alice Freed reviewed a manuscript for The Journal of Pragmatics. 

o Eileen Fitzpatrick serves as a referee for Speech Communication.  

o Alice Freed reviewed manuscripts for Journal of Pragmatics  and Gender and 

Language (the new journal of the International Gender and Language 

Association (IGALA) 
o Dr. Sotillo is a member of the editorial boards for Language Learning and Technology 

and Innovate, two refereed online journals.  
o Dr. Sotillo has been appointed a Visiting Associate Professor of Linguistics at Laval 

University from Fall 2007-Fall 2009 to co-direct the dissertation of German Arellano 

Soto, a Ph.D. linguistics candidate who is replicating Dr. Sotillo’s 2005 CALICO 

study. 
o Dr. Sotillo was an external reviewer of the work of Deborah Gill, Ph.D., for her 

promotion to Associate Professor of Spanish at Pennsylvania State University-

Du Bois College Place, in Fall 2006. 

o Dr. Sotillo was a member of the Modern Languages and Literatures Personnel 

Action Committee for the promotion of Rabia Redouane, Ph.D. to Associate 

Professor at Montclair State. 

  

Pro-bono Work, Community Outreach, Service to MSU 

o Mary Call is a member of MSU TESL Teacher Education Committee. 

o Longxing Wei served as a member of the university’s Teacher Education Policy 

Committee.  

o Dr. Fitzpatrick is a member of Montclair State’s Institutional Review Board.  

o Susana Sotillo is a member of MSU TESL Teacher Education Committee. 

o Dr. Sotillo is also a Member of the Bloomfield Township Planning Board 2000-

2004; 2004-2008. 

o Dr. Sotillo was Elected County Committee Representative for District 12, Third 

Ward, Township of Bloomfield’s Democratic party.  
 

 

 

 

 

  

  


