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Ecovillage at Ithaca: 

Laboratory for 
Sustainability? 

Part 02

For Part 01 of this slideshow, click here .

http://chss.montclair.edu/anthro/EcovillageIthacaasLaboratoryPartIJan2010.pdf
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This slideshow was developed by:

Dr. Richard W. Franke

Ph. D. Harvard University 1972

Professor Emeritus of Anthropology at 

Montclair State University in New Jersey

Resident and Board Member: Ecovillage at Ithaca

franker@mail.montclair.edu

http://chss.montclair.edu/anthro/franke.html
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The EVI Mission: To 

promote experiential 

learning about ways of 

meeting human needs for 

shelter, food, energy, 

livelihood and social 

connectedness that are 

aligned with the long term 

health and viability of 

Earth and all its inhabitants.

Adopted by the EVI Board 

28 October 2009
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To view or download several short pdf documents 
that contain detailed information about our 

heating systems, legal structure, appearance in 
publications and dissertations, work committees 

and community structure, click here. 

http://ecovillageithaca.org/evi/index.php?option=com_docman&Itemid=83
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Topics of this Presentation

1. The Sustainability Concept ςSee Part 01

2. Current Challenges to Sustainability ςSee Part 01

3. Why an Ecovillage? ςSee Part 01

4. Introduction to EVI ςSee Part 01

5. Sustainability at EVI ςIn this Part 02

6. !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄΥ IŜǊƳŀƴ 5ŀƭȅΩǎ ǊǳƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ς
in this Part 02

For Part 01 of this slideshow clickhere.

http://chss.montclair.edu/anthro/EcovillageIthacaasLaboratoryPartIJan2010.pdf
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Sources

A complete list of the books and articles 
referred to in both parts 01 and 02 of this 
presentation can be downloaded at:

http://chss.montclair.edu/anthro/SustainabilityFiles/Greenprint
Readings.pdf

http://chss.montclair.edu/anthro/SustainabilityFiles/GreenprintReadings.pdf
http://chss.montclair.edu/anthro/SustainabilityFiles/GreenprintReadings.pdf
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This slideshow is intended 
ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ [ƛȊ ²ŀƭƪŜǊΩǎ 
2005 book on Ecovillage at 
LǘƘŀŎŀΧ

To read a detailed 
description of the book, 
click here.

To order online, click hereand 

scroll to the bottom. $17.95 new 
via Paypal.
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http://ecovillageithaca.org/evi/
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5. Sustainability at EVI
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5. Sustainability at EVI
5.1 Building design and construction ςcovered in Part 01

5.2 Overall site design

5.3 The organic farm(s)

5.4 The PermacultureInstitute

5.5 Social practices and pressures

Important to see all the features in combination as 
each one by itself is not unique to EVI.
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5.2 Overall Site Design Including Two Organic 
Farms
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Original Developerôs Plan: a Traditional Suburb

Å150 homes
Å10% open area
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EVI set up the first two 
neighborhoods on less 
than 10% of the land, 
bunching the houses 
together like a village 
with everyone sharing 
a common back yard.
[also, fewer lawnmowers needed]

Source: mapquestsatellite photo



18 September 2008 Richard W. Franke 14

Å100 

homes

Å90% 

Open 

Space
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ω The main farm feeds about 1,000 people per week 
during the summer;

ω EVI residents can purchase shares of the harvest 
at full price or work a few hours per week to get 
reduced prices

ω Food in the common house comes from the farm

ω 10 acre organic farm
ω 2 acre berry farm
ω 55 acres in permanent 

wilderness easement
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In the summer you can walk to your vegetable and berry 
supply within ½ mile on EVI land

Greenstarςthe Ithaca cooperative market with local 
and fair trade products is two miles down the road

The Finger Lakes Buy 
Greenwebsite, a project 

of Tompkins County Solid 
Waste Management and 

Sustainable Tompkins, 
helps consumers make 

environmentally wise 
purchasing decisions. The 

website features why to 
buy green, tips on 

environmentally 
preferable purchasing, 
and includes a product 

directory with samples of 
green products that are 

carried at local suppliers. 
Office supplies are 

currently featured on the 
website, with cleaning 

products, maintenance 
supplies, and yard and 

garden supplies soon to 
follow.
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EVI is part of a strong 
local network of 
activists and 
organizations trying to 
create a regional green 
production and 
marketing system ςin 
fact there is a formal 
Tompkins County 
sustainability project 
with some support from 
the Ithaca town council 
and other institutions. 

ҧ Map above shows the 100 
ƳƛƭŜ ǊŀŘƛǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ LǘƘŀŎŀ ҍ 
inside this radius are about 
353 small farms. Greenstar
cooperative market features 
food grown mostly within 30 
miles.



18 September 2008 Richard W. Franke Part 02 Slide 18

Ecovillage Ithaca: Laboratory for Sustainability?

5. Sustainability at EVI:

5.3 PermaculturePractices
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Walking around 
EVI you could 
easily get the 
impression it 
is wild and 
ǳƴƳŀƴŀƎŜŘΧ
to some 
extent this is 
true.
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But actually our Land 
Partnership Committee  
and several other 
committees work 
constantly to think up  
and implement new and 
sustainable ways to 
develop our land so it 
will produce more food, 
construction materials 
and other necessities.
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Notice how 
the FROG 
common 
house reflects 
in the one acre 
ǇƻƴŘΧ
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This is intentional but for a practical reason ςthe pond reflects 
sunlight into the common house on dark days ςsomewhat 
important since Ithaca has the second most cloudy days of any 
US city.

Note front of 
common house 

here Ÿ


