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Some Native American Words in English:


The Indian languages of the Americas gave English approximate​ly 200 commonly used words. Here are some of them:

canoe
Arawak or Carib

moccasin
Algonquin

parka
Aleut

pancho
Auricanian/Mapuche

toboggan
Micmac

hammock
Taino

cigar
Mayan

tobacco
Arawakan

maracas
Tupi

kayak
Eskimo

teepee
Dakota

tomahawk
Algonquin

hurricane
Carib

chinook
Salish: moist, warm wind; now


now also the a type of helicopter

blizzard
first known white use by Colonel 


Davy Crockett in 1834.

pogonip
Paiute: ice fog common in the West

quinine
Quechua for bark [of a tree]

savanna
Taino

hickory

pecan

potato
Quechua (Inca)

tomato
Nahuatl (Aztec)

avocado
Nahuatl
chocolate
Nahuatl
mangrove

raccoon

caucus
Algonquian

barbecue
Taino

hootchy-kootchy
Hochinoo [an Alaskan group]

punk
Delaware

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Source: Weatherford, Jack. 1991. Native Roots: How the Indians Enriched America. New York: Fawcett Columbine. Pages 199–202.
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Some States Named in Native American Languages

 1.
Alabama
Choctaw for panther-three-killed

 2.
Alaska
Aleut for penninsula

 3.
Arizona
Papago for small springs

 4.
Arkansas
[meaning not certain]

 5.
Connecticut
long river in Algonquian

 6.
Dakota
friend in Dakota

 7.
Hawaii
Hawaiian for homeland

 8.
Idaho
[origin not certain]

 9.
Illinois
the Illini people

10.
Iowa
Siouan for beautiful land

11.
Kansas
the Kansa people

12.
Kentucky
dark and bloody ground in Algonquian

13.
Massachusetts
the Massachusetts people

14.
Michigan
Ojibwa for great water

15.
Minnesota
Siouan for waters that reflect the sky

16.
Missouri
Dakota for water flowing along

17.
Mississippi
Algonquian for big river

18.
Nebraska
flat river in Omaha

19.
Ohio
good river in Iroquoian

20.
Oklahoma
Choctaw for red people

21.
Oregon
beautiful water in Algonquian

22.
Tennessee
Cherokee name of a village

23.
Texas
Caddoan for friend

24.
Utah
the Ute people

25.
Wisconsin
Algonquian for place of the beaver

26.
Wyoming
Algonquian for large prairie

27.
Delaware
Origin in dispute



Delaware people, or, from



Lord De La Warr, a colonial official

Canada
Iroquoian for village

Mexico
Nahuatl for place of the Mexica (Aztecs)
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Source: Weatherford, Jack. 1991. Native Roots: How the Indians Enriched America. New York. Fawcett Columbine. Pp.218–233 and Webster's 3rd International Dictionary.
