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In the former Portuguese colony of East Timor
there continues one of the most serious violations of
international law in recent years as the Indonesian
attempt at a forced annexation and “integration’’ of
the territory into its 27th province has led to massive
killing, starvation, and a nearly total information
blockade against the interest and concern of the out-
side world. A few of the basic facts of the East Timor
situation should be of particular interest to U.S.
readers, for the role of the U.S. Government in this
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tragedy looms larger with each new leak of informa-
tion.

Following the anti-fascist coup in Lisbon in April,
1974, nationalist forces in East Timor began legal
political activities. After several months, a mod-
erately progressive organization known as FRETILIN,
the ““Revolutionary Front for the Independence of
East Timor”’, had clearly established itself as the
most representative political grouping. In October of
1975, with the unexpected retreat of the Portuguese
to an offshore island, FRETILIN became the de facto
governing body.

FRETILIN's popularity seems to have frightened
Indonesia’s rightwing military regime, which had, in
1965, eliminated the Indonesian Communist Party
by means of a massacre estimated to have taken the
lives of between 200,000 and one million people.
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