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While the major media in the U.5. remained fixated on
“*boat people,”’ Thai-Kampuchean border camps, and the like,
they paid little attention to the atrocities and intrigues by the
pro-US military government in Indonesia in its attempl to sup-
press independence movements and to stifle the economic and
social potential of several peoples in the Eastern Archipelago. A
series of recent publications, however, have made available
much information and analysis—some of it previously known
but in less accessible form, others entirely new.

Willard Hanna's Indonesian Banda is a short and micro-
cosmic history of one group of the spice islands. Theoretically,
the study leaves much to be desired. After announcing in his
forward that he has chosen the small nutmeg islands in order to
gain a simpler but more accurate perspective on the otherwise
overly complex Indonesian society as a whole, the author never
returns to explain just how the material in the remainder of the
book relates to this goal. Indeed, Hanna's descriptive matenal,
which summarizes much Dutch archival data not easily avail-
able to the non-Indonesia specialist, seems more appropriately
attuned to a study of colonialism in microcosm: the broken
treaties, the intrigues, the Dutch-English-Portuguese rivalries,
the genocide, the fabulous profits in the home country and the
impoverished workers in the nutmeg groves. Hanna also docu-
ments the extreme irrationality of colonial relationships. In one
instance the Dutch actually exterminate the entire nutmeg tree
population of one island to prevent its fruits from being gathered
by the British.

Hanna's account is highly readable, sometimes shocking
in its portrayal of the actions and mentality of the early colonial
traders and conquerors. It adequately introduces the reader to
the squandering of human and environmental resources that
went into building the empire of the Dutch East Indies. The
author’s conservative political leanings come through in a few
places such as when he sounds a hopeful note for the future of
the now impoverished islanders with the demise of Sukamo and
the rise of the more development-minded Suharto government.
And, rather inconsistently, he comments towards the end of the
study that while Banda in the 16th century was evidently rela-
tively well-off, **The present population of 15,000 [though the
same as in the 16th century] is clearly excessive.”” (p. [44)
What a sad comment on the effects of 400 years of European
control and thirty years of neocolonial independence!

Kees Lagerberg’s study of the island of New Guinea **was
commissioned and written to inform the world, as fully as
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possible, of a very great modemn injustice to which no fair
solution is yet in sight.”” But we are neither told by whom the
study was cormni:;si.ﬂ:‘a#ned, nor why the author cannot come up
with-a **fair’" solution for the Irianese who are now fighting a
protracted guérrilla war for independence under the leadership
of the OPM or “*Free Papua Movement.'" Lagerberg, a former
district officer from the period of Dutch ““enlightened”” colonial
control of the 1950s is currently a professor of anthropology at
the Catholic University of Tilburg, The Netherlands, Unfortu-
nately, however, little anthropological knowledge is transmit-
ted in the book. It is mostly a history of the diplomatic machina-
tions leading to the transfer of sovereignty from The Nether-
lands to the United Nations in 1962—but under Indonesian
administration—and the “*act of free choice™” of 1969 in which
a small number of Papuan representatives were coerced into
joining the Indonesian Republic on behalf of a resentful popula-
tion. Lagerberg sees much of what happened from the narrow
perspective of an embittered Dutch official, and constantly
heaps vituperation upon former Indonesian President Sukamo.
MNumerous other ad hominem remarks lead one w be rather
cautious in recommending Lagerberg’s factual material—but
much of it is rather useful if read in conjunction with the more
informative and Papuan-oriented Rule of the Sword by Nonie
Sharp (reviewed in BCAS, vol. 10, no. 1, p. 24). In a few places
Lagerberg brings to readers some important material on the
political intrigues that sealed the Indonesian takeover. On April






