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ACADEMIC SEMINARS
May 25-27

TECHNOPARK - TRAVANCORE

SESSION | 0900-1030

Overview of the People’'s Campaign
Chairperson ;L. S. Gulati

Introduction : K. N. Raj

Local Democracy and Development:
People’s Campaign for



Decentralised Planning in Kerala : Dr.T.M.Thomas Isaac

SESSION Il 1045-1330

Selected Macro-Features of Decentralised Planning

Chairperson : A. Vaidyanathan

1. Prioritisation in Local-level Planning
The Kerala Experience :  K.N.Harilal and
Mariamma Sanu George

2. Plan Resource Mobilisation under
Decentralised Planning:
An Analysis of Annual Plans

of Grama Panchayats in Kerala : P.Shaheena
3. Spatial Planning: Scope of Kerala’'s
Experiments under People’s Plan : Srikumar Chattopadhyay and
Aniyan P. V.

4. Watershed Master Plan-
An Approach to Reinforce Local
Level Development : Ajay Kumar Varma, Resy George,
ASK Nair, Krishnakumar, Aniyan, P V

5. New Perspective on Planning for
Weaker Sections : M.Kunhaman

SESSION Il 1430-1615

Session lli(a)

Women and Decentralisation

Chairperson : N. Krishnaji
1. Role of Women in Decentralisation: C. P. Sujaya and Devaki Jain

2. Gender, Governance and Citizenship in
decentralised planning : The experience
of people’s plan campaign in Kerala T.N.Seema and
Vanitha Mukharjee

3. Dynamics of Women'’s Participation

in Development: The Kerala Experience : K. Muraleedharan
4. Voice from the spiral of silence :  Manjula B.
Session lli(b)

Health and Education

Chairperson :  B. Ekbal

1. Health sector reform and
local level planning - The
Experience of Kerala :Joy Elamon and B.Ekbal



. Mental Health Programme of

Ponnani Block Panchayat : Manoj Therayil

Community Participation in

School Education: Experiments

and Experiences under People’s

Planning Campaign in Kerala : P. K. Michael Tharakan

Education And Peoples Planning
Campaign:
The Kerala Experience : K. N. Ganesh and C. Ramakrishnan

SESSION IV 1645-1800

Session V(a)

Innovative Practices

Chairperson :  Utsa Patnaik

1.

Industrial development under decentralised planning - The Manjeri Experience
K.J.Joseph and M.N.Sudhakaran

. GALASA for Sustenance of Rice Culture in Kerala  :S. Estelitta, C. R. Elsy, S. Jayasree

Sankar, P. K. Sushama and Pathiyoor Gopinath

. Labour and Development under

People’s Plan: The Experience of
Kunnathukal Grama Panchayat : Mohanakumar S. and
Girishkumar K. G.

Peoples Alliance For Housing:
Thrissur District Total
Housing Programme :  P. Chandradutt

Non-Market Interventions in
Water Sharing — Case Studies
from West Bengal :  Vikas Rawal

. Vegetable Cultivation under decentralised

Planning : lessons from Kanjikkuzhi
experiment (circulation only) :  P. Shaheena

Session 1V(b)

Participatory Organisational Forms

Chairperson :  K.N.Shyam Sundaran Nair

1.

Role of the Kerala Sastra Sahitya
Parishad in the Movement for
Democratic Decentralization ;M. P. Parameswaran

. Community Development Society:

An Impact Study : M. A. Oommen

. Information Kerala Mission:

Evolution, Methodology
And Context :Unnikrishnan, P. V. and
Sreedharan, E.M.



4. Grama Sabhas: A Democratic
Structure for Development
Planning : N.Jagajeevan and
Prof.Ramakanthan

5. Beneficiary Committees: An Experiment
Under People’s Planning : A.R.V Pillai and Ajith Bhaskar

May 26

SESSION | 0900-10:30

Decentralisation in India

Chairperson . George Mathew

1. Democratic Decentralisation
in Karnataka : Abdul Aziz

2. State Finance Commission and
Panchayat Resources : The current
status in West Bengal : Alok Bhaumik

3. The Kerala Decentralisation Experiment: Achievements, Origins, and Implications: Richard
W. Franke and Barbara Chasin

4. Of New Popular Politics of Development: The Kerala Experience : Olle Tornquist

SESSION Il 1100-1300

Comparative Studies in Decentralisation

Chairperson . Peter Evans

1. The Dialectics of Decentralisation:
Comparing National Experiences : John Harriss

2. Moving the State: The Politics of
Decentralisation in Kerala,
South Africa and Porto Alegre :  Patrick Heller

3. Deepening Democracy: Innovations
in Empowered Participatory
Governance : Archon Fung and
Erik Olin Wright

SESSION Il 1400-1545

Decentralisation in South Africa

Chairperson : L.C.Jain

1. Local Government and Development
Policy in Durban, South Africa : Doug Hindson and
Bongani Ngglunga

2. Decentralisation:
A Grassroots Perspective . Zesuliwe Mkize

3. Experiences in Capacity
Development within Communities:



the Case of Diepsloot,

Johannesburg :  Hassen Mohamed
4. Critical Perspectives on Decentralised
Planning in South Africa :  Caroline Kihato
SESSION IV 1615-1830

Decentralisation in Brazil, Mexico, Sri Lanka and Haiti

Chairperson:

1. Decentralisation of Government in
Brazil — Perils and Prospects : Gianpaolo Baiocchi

2. Decentralisation in Mexico :  Gerardo Pigeon

3. Local Level Planning and Youth
Experiment in Southern Sri Lanka : Markus Mayer

4. Empowerment at the Grass Roots:

A Sri Lankan Experience :  C.Y.Thangarajah
5. Decentralisation Process in Haiti  : Francois Pierre-Louis
May 27
SESSION | 0900-1100

Theoretical Issues in Democratic Decentralisation

Chairperson :John Harriss

1. Problem of Decentralisation and
Theories of Planning :  Prabhat Patnaik

2. Decentralised Planning and
Orthodox Theories of Planning :  C.P.Chandrasekhar

3. Envisioning Real Utopias . Erik Olin Wright
4. Participatory Development and
Empowerment:
The Dangers of Localism :  Giles Mohan and Kristian Stokke

5. Globalization, Decentralization and
Economic Development
(circulation only) : Arun Ghosh

SESSION Il 1130-1300

Theoretical Issues in Democratic Decentralisation

Chairperson : N.Ram

1. Coalition of Conflicting Interests and
politics of decentralisation :
A Theoretical Critique : Rajan Gurukkal



2. Ecologies of Local Political Actors
and the Struggle for Livability
in Third World Cities . Peter Evans

3. Decentralisation, Democratisation
and Delivery: Perspectives on
Governance and Social Initiatives : David Hemson

4. Drought, Food and
Decentralised Planning :  Utsa Patnaik

5. The World Bank’s Approach towards
the Global and the Local

(circulation only) :Jayati Ghosh
SESSION Il 1400-1530
Summing Up
Overview of the Discussions :  P. K. Michael Tharakan
Concluding Remarks : K. Nagraj, Erik Olin Wright, Devaki
Jain, V. K. Ramachandran
Vote of Thanks : T.M. Thomas Isaac

FIELD TRIPS MAY 28-MAY 29

Route 1. One day trip to selected local bodies in Thiruvananthapuram district

Morning.  Vithura (a village in the foothill noted for transparency in administration and popular
participation)

Afternoon. Kunathukal (an innovative programme of labour bank)

Evening. Major public works implemented by beneficiary committees in Thiruvananthapuram
corporation.

Route 2.  One day trip to Kottayam and Allapuzha Districts

Morning. Kumarakom panchayat (well known for its experiments in neighbourhood groups and
computerisation of administration)

Afternoon. A ride through the backwaters to Alleppy

Evening. Kanjikuzhi panchayat (noted for its innovative programme in vegetable cultivation).

Route 3 One day trip to Thrissur district
Overnight ride to Thrissur (May 27)
Visit to Kerala Institute of Local Administration (KILA).

Morning Visit to Madakkathara and Mundathikode panchayats (noted for successful animal
husbandry programmes and neighbourhood groups).

Afternoon Visit to Mattathur panchayat (well known for democratisation of public regulatory

mechanisms and sanitation programme)

Overnight train back to Thiruvananthapuram



Route 4. Two day trip to Northern Kerala
Overnight train to Calicut (May 27).

Morning Olavanna panchayat (noted for innovative drinking water
programme)

Afternoon Vallikunnu panchayat (noted for popular participation and exemplary performance in
local resource mobilisation)

Night rest at Kannur

Morning Chapparappadavu panchayat (noted for popular participation, innovative
programmes in micro-hydel power and bio-diversity programme)

Afternoon Visit to Kerala Dinesh Beedi cooperative
Overnight ride back to Thiruvananthapuram

Facilities and local hospitality will be provided for participants who might want to stay for
more days in any of the above places.



