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presentation largely 

based on article

ONLINE òPREDATORSó AND THEIR VICTIMS:  

Myths, Realties, and Implications for 

Prevention and Treatment

(Wolaket al., 2008) 



Why am I here?

33

ÇPrevalent myths

ÇRealities

ÇImportant contributing factors
ÇOffenders

ÇThe Internet

ÇAdolescent development

ÇPossible solutions
ÇPrevention and treatment
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surveys used

Ç2 waves of the National Juvenile Online 
Victimization Survey (N -JOV) 

ÇJuly 1, 2000 to June 30, 2001

ÇCalendar year 2006

ÇFirst national survey of its kind

ÇYouth Internet Safety Surveys 1 and 2 (2000, 2005)

ÇPhone surveys

(Crimes Against Children Research Center)

Å
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statistics from 

n -jov survey 

ÇOf the estimated 500 Internet-initiated sex crimes in the 

survey 

Ç95% were non-forcible

Ç99% of the victims were 13 ð17 year olds 

Ç75% of the victims are female

ÇAmong the 25% of male victims, most had met 

offenders in gay-oriented chat rooms

Ç99% of offenders were male

(Wolaket al., 2008)
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WHY òPREDATORSó??

ÇINACCURATE REPRESENTATIONS IN THE MEDIA
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The Internet 
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widespread 

youth Internet 

use

93%of Americans between 

the ages of 12 to 17 use the 
Internet

ÇExciting alternate world, but 
consequences

ÇExposure to explicit sexual 
content

ÇPorn sites

ÇChat rooms

ÇIntimate communications 
with strangers



Problematic elements
Dr . Fred Berlin, Johns Hopkins University 

School of Psychiatry

99

òI think there are three things that are problematic about 

the Internet, or at least three things.ó

ÇOne is the easy accessibility

ÇSecondly, there's this illusion of anonymity

ÇAnd thirdly, there is a distortion of reality and fantasy 

(Dr. Fred Berlin, Johns Hopkins University School of Psychiatry Sexual Disorders Clinic)



Patterns of 

vulnerability
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ÇRisky online behaviors
Ç Posting personal information online

Ç Interacting online with unknown people 

Ç Having unknown people on a buddy list 

Ç Using the Internet to make rude and nasty comments to other 

Ç Sending personal information to unknown people met online 

Ç Downloading images from file-sharing programs 

Ç Visiting x-rated sites on purpose 

Ç Using the Internet to embarrass or harass people youth are mad at 

Ç Talking online to unknown people about sex 

(Ybarra et al., 2007)
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LAw enforcement statistics 

do not show

ÇUnreported crimes

ÇSexual encounters between youths and adults

ÇSexually oriented communications

ÇExposure to explicit online sexual content

ÇDevelopmental concerns

ÇPotential problems for youths developing healthy 

relationships with peers
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DATELINE NBC 

òTO CATCH A PREDATORó
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predator and victim 

profiles?

ÅWhat are some stereotypes of 

online predators?
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Myths

ÇViolent child molesters use trickery and lie 
about age

ÇNaive Adolescents are coerced

ÇOnline/Internet predators are pedophiles

(Wolaket al., 2008)   
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SOME REALITIES

ÇOnly 5% of offenders lied about their age

ÇViolence and abduction were rare

ÇOnline predators are generally not pedophiles

ÇIn 73% of the cases, victims who had face to 
face sexual encounters with offenders, did so 
more than once



implications of 

stats?
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Ç99% of the victims were 13 ð17 year olds  

ÇImportant aspect contributing to youth 

online risks?



17

Some Key Adolescent 

DEVELOPMENTAL CHALLENGES

ÇPhysical and emotional challenges 

ÇBurgeoning sexuality

ÇIdentity formation
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Adolescent sexuality

ÇPart of normal/healthy human 
development...however

ÇOften not addressed 

ÇDifficult for adults to accept, or deal with proactively

ÇMuch easier to target offenders


