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The Battered Mother’s Dilemma:

Rethinking the Connections Between Domestic Violence and Children’s Welfare

Evan Stark, Ph.D., MSW Rutgers University-Newark and University of Medicine and Dentistry of NJ
Starting from the landmark case of Nicholson v. Williams in New York City, Dr. Stark will reframe domestic violence as coercive control, review the evidence on how domestic violence harms children in light of this redefinition, outline the dilemma current interventions create for battered mothers, and identify best practice principles for moving forward.
Dr. Evan Stark is a forensic social worker and an expert witness known for his advocacy on behalf of domestic violence victims and their children, including his testimony in Nicholson v. Williams, a federal case that revolutionized the child welfare response to partner abuse. His path-breaking research documented significant links between domestic violence, child abuse, and behavioral/health problems. His award winning new book, Coercive Control: The Entrapment of Women in Personal Life, has been widely praised for offering a new paradigm for understanding domestic violence. Dr. Stark is a professor of Public Affairs and Women and Gender Studies at Rutgers University-Newark as well as the Chair of the Department of Urban Health Administration at the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey’s School of Public Health. 

The Co-occurrence of Intimate Partner Violence and Child Maltreatment

Lorraine Augostini, JD Law Guardian, Office of the Public Defender

Susan Curcio, JD Professor, Montclair State University

Erin O’Leary, JD Department of Children and Families
Cynthia Lischick, Ph.D., Domestic Violence Specialist 
William Zaorski, JD, Deputy Attorney General
Lindsay Kowal, MS Domestic Violence Liaison, Center for Family Services

This symposium will be a multiple disciplinary panel presentation of current New Jersey initiatives on behalf of children exposed to domestic violence.
Adolescent Intimate Partner Violence: Personality Characteristics and Treatment Approaches

Anthony F. Tasso, Ph.D. Fairleigh Dickinson University
Clinical and empirical evidence suggest that adult perpetrators of intimate partner violence exhibit problems as children and adolescents such as (but not limited to) behavioral control and emotional regulation difficulties. Left untreated, an abusive adolescent commonly becomes an abusive spouse and (possibly) an abusive parent.  Early intervention provides the opportunity to prevent the escalation of abusive behaviors in addition to curtailing the intergenerational transmission of domestic violence. The first part of this presentation will focus on theoretically and empirically identified antecedents of domestically violent adolescents and adults. Abusive personality subtypes of domestically violent adolescents will be discussed.  Historical conceptualizations of abusive individuals as well as contemporary information about the subtypes of abusive personalities will be provided.  The later phase of the presentation will discuss and critically evaluate the pluralistic treatment/intervention approaches for childhood abusive behaviors. 
Dr. Anthony F. Tasso received his Doctorate in Clinical Psychology at the University of Tennessee, an MA in Clinical Psychology at Fairleigh Dickinson University and a BA in Psychology at Montclair State University. He is a licensed psychologist in New Jersey and New York with a private practice in Morristown, New Jersey. Dr. Tasso is also an Assistant Professor at Fairleigh Dickinson University and a consultant for Jersey Battered Women’s Services. He is a former Coordinator of the Jersey Center for Non-Violence (of Jersey Battered Women’s Services).
A Prosecutor’s Perspective:

Preventing Child Casualties of Domestic Violence and Protecting a Child’s Safe Haven

Gina Pfund, JD Chief Assistant Prosecutor, Passaic County 

Gyselle DaSilva, JD Assistant Prosecutor, Domestic Violence Unit, Passaic County
Children who are in homes where domestic violence occurs are victims, regardless of whether or not they are physically injured. Approximately half of the prosecuted cases in Passaic County New Jersey involve child witnesses. Ironically, children exposed to domestic violence often hold the victim responsible for the defendant’s arrest. This workshop will provide a prosecutor’s perspective on holding perpetrators of domestic violence responsible while helping protect the non-offending partner and any children from future harm. Optimum response protocols, working with and understanding victim behavior, typical prosecution options, and providing input for the appropriate judicial remedy – while taking into account the nexus between domestic violence, substance abuse and child maltreatment. 
Gina Pfund, Esq. is Chief Assistant Prosecutor-in-Charge of the Domestic Violence Unit in Passaic County. The Unit handles approximately 1,500 cases annually, including indictable matters, weapons forfeitures and violations of restraining orders. Previously, Ms. Pfund served as Assistant District Attorney in the Bronx, assigned to the Domestic Violence/Sex Crimes/Child Abuse Unit. Ms. Pfund was selected to be an instructor for the Division of Criminal Justice’s Top Gun Domestic Violence Course where she has taught for the past six years. She is also a certified instructor for the domestic violence annual mandatory training.
Gyselle DaSilva, Esq. is an Assistant Prosecutor within the Domestic Violence Unit in Passaic County. She received her JD from Pace University School of Law and a BA from Montclair State University. As Assistant Prosecutor, she is responsible for processing of cases in family courts, criminal courts and appears before the court for pre-arraignments, arraignments, pleas, motions, sentencing, trials, weapons forfeitures, and violations of probation. She also trains police officers and staff regarding domestic violence procedures. 

Shelter from the Storm:

Supporting and Intervening with Children Affected by Domestic Violence

Betsy McAlister Groves, MSW, LICSW Boston University and Boston Medical Center
Drawing from the clinical experiences of the Child Witness to Violence Project at Boston Medical Center, Ms. Groves will describe principles for intervention and support of children affected by domestic violence and their families. 
Betsy McAlister Groves is a licensed clinical social worker and founding Director of the Child Witness to Violence Project at Boston Medical Center.  Her practice and research interests are on the impact of community as well as family violence on young children, and engaging community systems in identifying and responding to children who are affected by violence in their environments.  Ms. Groves holds academic appointments at Boston University School of Medicine and Harvard University.  She has served for the past 10 years on the Governor’s Council for Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault of Massachusetts.  In addition, she has served as a consultant for the US Department of Justice, and the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges.  She is the author of the book, Children Who See Too Much:  Lessons from the Child Witness to Violence Project.

The Transfer of Addiction Technology to Practice:

Organizational Resistance to Change in Addressing the Needs of Women and Children
John Conahan, Ph.D., LCSW Kutztown University 
This presentation will address the findings of an exploratory study that explored gaps in drug and alcohol treatment service delivery for women.  The results of this study revealed that differences do exist between standard drug and alcohol treatment and gender-specific or gender separate programs. These differences exist in educational levels of staff, services delivered, assessments utilized, gender of program staff, certification status of counselors, organization accreditation, and opportunities for growth by the professional staff within gender-specific programs. Organizational structure will be examined for differences between traditional longer term residential treatment programs and gender-specific programs. This presentation will reveal differences between mixed gender abstinence based drug and alcohol treatment and gender-specific programs.
Dr. John Conahan is an Assistant Professor of Social Work at Kutztown University, Licensed Clinical Social Worker in Pennsylvania and a member of the Academy of Certified Social Workers. He holds a Doctorate in Human Development with a specialization in social work. His Doctorate and Master’s of Social Work degree is from Marywood University. Dr. Conahan is also a Certified Addictions Counselor in Pennsylvania. Dr. Conahan’s 30 years of experience as a generalist practitioner has included the provision of services to individuals, groups, families, community and organizational development, clinical management and senior administrative management positions in the field of substance abuse treatment. Dr. Conahan's areas of research include gender issues in addiction treatment, immigration and human trafficking and organizational leadership. 
Using Motivational Interviewing to Reduce Domestic Violence

Milton A. Fuentes, Psy.D. Montclair State University

Jason J. Jaegly, MA Candidate Montclair State University

Liliana A. Bonilla Montclair State University

Steve Arrieta Montclair State University

This workshop will briefly review background literature on motivational interviewing, as it relates to domestic violence and explore ways to use motivational interviewing with perpetrators to prevent or reduce intimate partner violence. 
Dr. Milton Fuentes received his MA in Psychology with a concentration in Latino Mental Health from Montclair State University and his Psy.D. in clinical psychology from the Graduate School of Applied and Professional Psychology at Rutgers University. He completed a pre-doctoral fellowship in clinical and community psychology at Yale University and directed a one-year epidemiological study at Columbia University.  He is currently an Associate Professor of Psychology at Montclair State University, Co-Director of the Latin American and Latino Studies program and a licensed psychologist in New Jersey and New York. He also oversees the Clinical and Community Studies laboratory in the Psychology department.  He is one of the founding members of the Latino Psychological Association of New Jersey.  Dr. Fuentes' interests are in the areas of Latino and multicultural psychology, child psychology and family psychology.  He serves as a consultant to several schools and community-based programs, including the Puerto Rican Family Institute. 
Mr. Jason Jaegly received his BA in psychology from Rider University.  He is currently pursuing a Master of Arts in Educational Psychology with a concentration in Child-Adolescent Clinical Psychology at Montclair State University.  His interests include group dynamics, psychology of women and theories of psychotherapy. 
Ms. Liliana Bonilla is an advanced undergraduate student at Montclair State University, pursuing a Major in Psychology and a Minor in Latin America Latino Studies.  Presently, she is a Research Assistant in the Clinical and Community Studies laboratory of the Psychology department and an Office Assistant in the Latin American and Latino Studies program.  Her interests are in the areas of Latino Psychology, Child Psychology with concentrations on abuse and neglect & Family Psychology with concentrations on violence and substance abuse.
Steve Arrieta is a second-year student at Montclair State University, pursuing a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology.  His research interests are in the fields of positive psychology, child psychology and multicultural psychology. 
Violence-Related Behaviors among Dominican Adolescents:

Examining the Influence of Alcohol and Marijuana Use

Pauline Garcia-Reid, Ph.D., LCSW Montclair State University

Robert J. Reid, Ph.D. Montclair State University
This study identified the predictors of youth violence and violent victimization among a sample of Dominican adolescents attending high school in a northeastern urban community.  As part of a broader community-based needs assessment, students participated in an evaluation of a substance abuse prevention program funded by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA).  Findings suggest that early onset of alcohol and marijuana use was associated with an increased likelihood of engaging in violence-related behaviors or being the victim of a violent act. In addition, students who reported both a lowered sense of safety were more likely to be involved in acts of violence.  However, adolescents who reported depressive symptoms were less inclined to become involved in violence-related behaviors.  Implications for culturally-tailored violence and substance abuse prevention programming efforts are discussed. 
Dr. Pauline Garcia-Reid is an Assistant Professor at Montclair State University, with a joint appointment in the Department of Family and the Child Studies and the Center for Child Advocacy. She is a licensed clinical social worker with over 15 years of practice experience in various settings including hospitals, mental health facilities, and social service programs.  Her recent publications can be found in such top-tiered journals as Youth and Society, Journal of Primary Prevention, and Education and Urban Society. She has also served as a technical advisor to the SAMHSA National Registry of Effective Prevention Programs Project (NREPP). In addition, Dr. Garcia-Reid and Dr. Reid are co-investigators on a $1.67 million five-year grant, funded by the Center for Substance Abuse Prevention (CSAP) to develop and coordinate comprehensive community-based substance abuse and HIV prevention services targeting underserved racial and ethnic minority youth in Paterson, New Jersey. 
Dr. Robert J. Reid is an Associate Professor in the Montclair State University’s Department of Family and Child Studies and a Visiting Specialist at the Center for Child Advocacy.  Dr. Reid’s research embraces the principles of community-based participatory research to help develop and coordinate comprehensive prevention initiatives targeting such adolescent risk-taking behaviors as alcohol and drug use, sexual risk, youth violence, and gang involvement.  His most recent published work in the American Journal of Community Psychology, Journal of Community Psychology, and the Journal of Primary Prevention, utilizing data from SAMHSA, explored the role of empowerment in community-based prevention efforts.  Dr. Reid’s expertise was recently sought by the State of New Jersey, Office of the Attorney General, to serve as a member on the Governor’s Crime Plan Task Force, which was given the charge to develop a comprehensive crime prevention plan targeting youth crime, delinquency, and gang participation. 
Making the Most of Your Legislative Advocacy

Ginger Mulligan Family Intervention Services (FIS) Center for Family Success
Maureen Braun Scalera, LCSW Family Intervention Services (FIS) Center for Family Success
This workshop will take participants through the critical steps needed to effectively advocate for your cause.  This workshop presents information about the New Jersey Legislature and discusses how a bill becomes law.  Participants will gain knowledge about the proper protocols to use when communicating with a legislator.  Participants will brainstorm advocacy issues important to them and presenters will role play an advocacy meeting with a legislator, asking for consideration of additional prevention efforts in state funded services. Participants will then work in small groups, according to their specific advocacy cause, and practice communicating their issues.  A final large group discussion will result in lessons learned and hands-on skills to use in the future. 
Ginger Mulligan was the Executive Director of the Mental Health Association of Monmouth County for 23 years where she oversaw the operations of an array of innovative programs serving children and adults with mental health needs.  Ms. Mulligan has been a leader in advocacy efforts to improve the mental health system and has authored several investigative reports that led to reform of the child behavioral health system of care and improved quality of care in psychiatric hospitals.  Ms. Mulligan has worked as a consultant for Family Intervention Services Center for Family Success and the NJ Office of the Child Advocate and was a social worker in a high school and juvenile detention center. 
Maureen Braun Scalera is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker and has worked in various capacities within child welfare for more than 25 years.  Currently Ms. Braun Scalera is the Director of the Family Intervention Services Center for Family Success and has been an adjunct professor at Rutgers University School of Social Work since 1989.  She has worked directly with children and families, as well as in program development, administration and replication.  Ms. Braun Scalera has also designed and presented trainings for social workers and paraprofessionals extensively throughout New Jersey and the nation during her career. She has conducted a number of child welfare advocacy efforts. 

Problems and Service Needs of Substance Abusing Mothers Involved with Child Welfare
Sandra Bassi, MA Candidate Montclair State University

Substance abuse by mothers of newborns is a major reason women are referred to the child welfare system.  If abuse/neglect is substantiated, the cases are referred to the prosecutor’s office and the prosecutor’s office decides whether the case will be handled in the criminal justice system as well.  This project consists of a literature review about the problems and difficulties of substance abusing mothers and their service needs.  Particular attention will be paid to the role of co-occurring disorders (mental health problems as well as substance abuse).  This project was undertaken in collaboration with the Union County Prosecutor’s office. 
Sandra Bassi is a student at Montclair State University and hopes to graduate in May 2009 with a Master’s degree in Child Advocacy.  She received her Bachelor’s degree from Montclair State University in Family and Child Studies.  She has also been awarded her certificate in Child Advocacy.  Last semester she also did an internship at the Rutgers’s Child Advocacy Clinic. 
Preparation of Aging-Out Youth for Independence:

Development and Assessment of a Curriculum for Case Managers
Gladys M. Cepeda, MA Candidate Montclair State University

Foster youth are a vulnerable population, especially as they approach adulthood.  The population aged 16 to 22 under the care of the New Jersey Division of Youth and Family Services (DYFS) has been termed the “aging out” population. These young adults are at high risk of unemployment, health problems, educational and vocational inactivity, homelessness, substance abuse, and involvement with the criminal justice system.  DYFS subcontracts with agencies, such as Tri-City Peoples Corporation, to assist with life skills development and independent living. The goal of this project is to help educate case managers in how best to assist their aging-out clients. This poster presentation will show the deficits that were evident, and present how the curriculum addressed these issues. 
Gladys M. Cepeda is an MA student and Graduate Assistant in the Center for Child Advocacy at Montclair State University. Ms. Cepeda has Associate degrees in English and Early Childhood Education from Passaic County Community College, where she graduated with honors. She earned a BA in English, with a minor in Journalism from Montclair State University. Ms. Cepeda has worked with children since 2001. 
Educating Parents in Health Care and the Special Education System:

Development and Assessment of an Informational Package
Cristina Cobos, MA Candidate Montclair State University

The purpose of this research is to assess the usefulness of materials that will assist parents in high need areas advocate for themselves and their families through the utilization of Family Success Centers.  Family Success Centers have been developed and funded by the State of New Jersey to assist and support families emotionally, financially and socially with an ultimate goal to reduce child maltreatment and empower families.  The material is available in English and Spanish, and distributed to parenting groups being run through the Family Success Center at Straight and Narrow. 
Cristina Cobos is a graduate student in the Center for Child Advocacy Master’s program at Montclair State University and expects to receive her degree in the summer of 2009. Ms. Cobos received her undergraduate degree in Psychology from Montclair State University in 2005. Currently, she is employed by the Division of Youth and Family Services in Hudson County as a case worker in the permanency unit. In the fall of 2008, she completed her practicum and commenced the Capstone Project at the Family Success Center at Straight and Arrow in Paterson, New Jersey. 
Raising Awareness on Domestic Violence Through an Educational Website
Alisa Kurti, MA Candidate Montclair State University

Domestic violence knows no bounds as all people regardless of age, ethnicity, religion, and/or socio-economic background can be victims of this form of abuse. The Jewish Family Services of Clifton/Passaic provides a program for the sufferers of domestic violence and maintains a web site reflecting the highlights of this program, which includes a toll free number.  This program targets the orthodox Jewish community, a community that is relatively isolated from the rest of the population and does not typically seek help for such problems.  The goal of this project is to enhance the website and raise awareness about domestic violence within the orthodox Jewish community in Passaic County. The research component is an evaluation of whether the educational enhancement of the website is associated with an increase in the number of calls to the hotline. 
Alisa Kurti is a classically trained pianist and works as a music teacher with elementary school children in Wayne, New Jersey.  She is a graduate student in the Center for Child Advocacy at Montclair State University completing a Master’s Degree in Child Advocacy.   In the fall of 2008 her practicum placement was at Jewish Family Services of Clifton/Passaic.  Correspondingly, her Capstone Project for spring of 2009 will be at this center. 
A Second Look: Exploring Substance Abuse Through Fine Art Photography
Daniela Zangara, MA Candidate Montclair State University

For this presentation, Ms. Zangara focused on the work of three contemporary photographers, all of whom comment on drug use and abuse and how it impacts children.  Under each photograph she analyzes the artists as photographers and child advocates, which will serve as an interesting starting point for dialogue among other conference participants. The ultimate message is that Child Advocacy is truly a multidisciplinary field. By looking at an issue (in this case, drug use and children) from the perspective of another professional with a completely different mentality and world view, we become richer in our knowledge and better able to surmount the task at hand: helping children. 
Daniela Zangara is a graduate student in Montclair State University’s Center for Child Advocacy Program. Her undergraduate degree was in Visual Arts with an emphasis on Photography. Ms. Zangara’s presentation was inspired by both fields of study. She believes that fine art media (in its visual form) is a powerful tool that artists can use to make influential statements about the modern social climate that we live in. 
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