The Investigation and Trial of Crimes against Children
A Course for Investigative and Legal Professionals 

August 10 – 14, 2009 at Cumberland County College, Vineland, NJ 
This 5 day conference presented by The Center for Child Advocacy at Montclair State University through a grant from the New Jersey Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect is geared primarily towards professionals in the area of Investigation and Trial of crimes against children. The conference will take place on the second week of August (August 10 – 14, 2009) and will include the following topics:

1. Hearsay exemptions and the impact of Crawford v. Washington

a. In 2004 the United States Supreme Court decided a watershed hearsay exception case which has substantially affected hearsay exceptions generally and children’s hearsay exceptions in particular. In 2007, the New Jersey Supreme Court granted Certification to two cases interpreting the New Jersey tender years exception in Crawford’s wake. This module is designed to provide updated information on the state of the law regarding hearsay exceptions in New Jersey. In particular it will focus upon 

i. Fresh Complaint 

ii. Tender Years

iii. Physician’s exception 

iv. Other common exceptions which may pertain to crimes against children

2. Prior Acts evidence 
a. In recent years multiple New Jersey Appellate Division and Supreme Court decisions have had a substantial impact upon the prosecution’s ability to utilize evidence of prior bad acts by the defendant and upon the defendant’s ability to utilize evidence of the victim’s prior sexual behavior. This module is designed to provide updated information on 

i. NJ Evid. R. 404 b as it relates to prior bad acts of the defendant

ii. New Jersey’s Rape Shield Law as it relates to prior conduct of the victim.

3. Expert Testimony

a. This module will include focus upon relevant evidence from the fields of medicine and psychology. It will include lectures by experts from those disciplines and lectures by an assistant Prosecutor on the current state of relevant law to expert testimony. Specifically the lectures will provide the most current available information on:
i. Psychological

1. Child Sexual Abuse Accommodation Syndrome

2. Post Traumatic Stress Disorder

ii. Medical 

1. Sexual Abuse

2. Physical Abuse

4. The Child Witness 

a. This module is designed to sensitize the participants to cultural and other communications issues for child, disabled and teenage victims. It will include lecture topics related to: 

i. Close circuit television testimony
ii. Cultural Issues

iii. Communication Issues 
5. Investigation from interview to appeal 

a. This module is designed to update the investigative personnel and attorneys on current best practices of relevant investigative techniques and to explore investigative techniques to obtain evidence foundational to hearsay exceptions, pretrial motions and expert testimony. It will be an expert in criminal investigations.
6. Internet predators and child pornography

a. This module is designed to provide the participants with an understanding of the issues attendant to computer related crimes against children. It will be taught by an expert in the field of internet crime. 

7. Intimate Partner Violence and Child Abuse

a. This module is designed to provide the participants with an understanding of the special issues of child abuse in relation to intimate partner violence. It will be taught by an expert in intimate partner violence and by an attorney conversant with the state of the law in the wake of recent state and federal cases on the topic. 
8. Human Trafficking

a. This module is designed to acquaint the participants with the dynamics of human trafficking as it impacts youth in the United States and particularly in New Jersey.
9. Case Resolution

a. This module is designed to acquaint participants with the current state of the law in New Jersey regarding the sentencing, treatment and public notice issues that intimately affect plea bargaining and case resolution. It will be taught by an assistant prosecutor and will focus upon:

i. Megan’s Law

ii. Sentencing 
iii. The Adult Diagnostic and Treatment Center at Avenel
