Professor Jack Baldwin LeClair

Cyberlaw- LSLW 545

Midterm Examination

Answer the following questions as completely as possible using readings, class discussion, and outside materials. The exam is due at the beginning of class on _______________________.

1. The history of technology has taught us some lessons about the nature of social change and its effect on the law. 

a. Trace three significant technological innovations we discussed in class and explain the changes they have wrought in human interaction at the time. 

b. Explain the manner in which humanity changed its conception of the world because of those changes. 

c. Define a paradigm shift in the humanities sense of the universe and one specific philosophical change that resulted from a technological innovation. 

d. Describe what possible relationship these technological innovations have with the Internet. 

e. Relate your answer to question 1.3 with the American conception of intellectual property as it exists in the present day. 

2. Define and discuss three rights held by authors under U.S. Copyright law and how technology on the Internet alters the manner in which these rights exist, are protected, or are made more difficult to protect because of the nature of the technology. (This may require a bit of extra reading).

a. Are those rights different on the Internet as compared with printed media. 

b. Are those rights easily violated by ISP's. How so. 

c. How are those rights altered if at all by the ital Millennium Copyright Act. 

3. 3 Explain how Lessig’s conception of privacy compares and contrasts with our current system. Treat both economic and personal privacy. For super extra credit relate the article on the correlation of democracy and the Internet to privacy (this is very tough – and no, we did not cover it in class).
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