Professor Jack Baldwin LeClair

Intellectual Property: Licensing, Copyright, & Advertising - LSLW 547
Midterm Examination


This is the midterm examination in the Legal Studies course "LSLW 547". The examination is a test of your ability to recognize intellectual property law issues, to write with the crisp syntax of Hemingway, yet with the flowing prose of Mailer, with a nod to the visual imagery of Rushdi and the tense serpentine gothic structure of Ann Rice. Yes, you are deep in the academic mire of the final examination. The midterm exam, as you know, was developed by the Greeks, modified by the Inquisition, refined by the Marquis de Sade, perfected by the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia, and later adopted by modern American higher education. Although the fatality rate of the midterm exam has been lowered by bleeding heart liberal regulators in various human rights commissions and NGO's world-wide who have reduced its time and scope from several days and mitigated the infliction of actual physical pain to mere take-home examinations of knowledge, the midterm exam remains one of America's greatest contributions to western civilization and an antidote to too much education.

The goal of this midterm is to allow you to demonstrate your mastery of the rules of law that involve intellectual property, the concepts of managing intellectual property, and the ability to solve problems involving fact patterns that suggest specific application of law.

Questions are Equally Weighted

The Great New Jersey Mfg Co. has just put the finishing touches on an invention that threatens to revolutionize the home automation market. Robomop is a combination of several pieces of intellectual capital, assets, and property. You, as the legal manager of IP for GNJMC, are charged with taking control of the sloppy management of the company's IP. What steps would you take to secure your own IP in terms of analysis of your company's situation, position, resources, assets, market position. The company also has three other existing patents with 15 years, 6 years, and 19 years of time past since patents were granted and one trade secret. Exhaust all possibilities of which you can think.

In the course of your investigation of the Robomop property, you discover that one of your pieces of IP, a digital multiplexor which is at the heart of the robot's body-brain connections, was removed from one of your other products and incorporated in what is to be a competing product. You suspect, through some research, that the competing company is likely to challenge the validity of your patent on the multiplexor. What should you do?

Analyze the possible revenue flow from your various IP resources and possible litigation. What would be your recommendations to your IP division chief?

Good Luck
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