Professor Jack Baldwin LeClair

Human Rights - LSLW 574
Final Examination

This is the final examination in the Legal Studies Course "Human Rights Law". The examination is a test of your ability to recognize human rights law issues, to write with the crisp syntax of Hemingway, yet with the flowing prose of Mailer, with a nod to the visual imagery of Rushdi and the tense serpentine gothic structure of Ann Rice. Yes, you are deep in the academic mire of the final examination. The final exam, as you know, was developed by the Greeks, modified by the Inquisition, refined by the Marquis de Sade, perfected by the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia, and later adopted by modern American higher education. Although the fatality rate of the final exam has been lowered by bleeding heart liberal regulators in various human rights commissions and NGO's world-wide who have reduced its time and scope from several days and mitigated the infliction of actual physical pain to mere take-home examinations of knowledge, the final exam remains one of America's greatest contributions to western civilization and an antidote to too much education.

Answer the following question as completely as you can by spotting as many philosophical issues and authors germaine to human rights law and resolving the issues while explaining the authors' thoughts:

It was the best of times. It was the worst of times. A flying saucer landed at the Hague. Tall spindly alien creatures exited the spacecraft and demanded an audience with all the leaders of the world. They declared that they had observed the planet for three millennia and believed it to be a worthless and violent place where intraspecial killing was rampant. They had visited the planet two thousand years prior, had left their dry cleaning and returned from their several hundred light-year trip in the year 100 c.e. They had forgotten their ticket and had to come back later. Their return was coincidental with their survey and analysis of Earth. They feared that the planet would develop space travel and would spread its senseless violence and inhumanity galaxy-wide. Also, some of their shirts were stained. Being pragmatic yet humane creatures, they had condemned the planet to extermination but would hear arguments to commute the sentence.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan recently hired you as his special legal consultant on human rights law. The alien beings demanded that you answer the following question:

Ignoring the dry cleaning issues (Curiously, the department of Home Economics had a similar question ignoring the human rights issues.) Why is there not peace on earth? Why did wars still occur? What recommendations could the world make in the application of human rights theory to the behavior of nations and to the structure and function of the United Nations that would correct the problems endemic to planet earth? Finally, in the solution you create, what human rights theories would you rely upon as substantive and procedural principles that would guide the world in resolving the human rights problems of the status of women, gays, children’s rights, slavery, refugees, the handicapped, persons of color, poverty, and the unequal distribution of natural resources and money?
You have been given one week to prepare your report. May the force be with you. 
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