
 

Time University Hall 2007 University Hall 2010 University Hall 2025 University Hall 2026 

9-10am Registration – University Hall 2004 

10-
10:50am 
 
 

ISSUES IN PHILOSOPHY OF 

MIND 

Chair: Rick Kamber, TCNJ 
άtƘŜƴƻƳŜƴŀƭ /ƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

Nature of Phenomenal 
ConsciouǎƴŜǎǎέ Vincent Picciuto, 
Maryland (College Park) 
ά5ǊŀǿƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ aƻŘŜƭǎ ƻŦ 

Consciousness to Inform Ethical 
LƴǉǳƛǊȅέ Alex Perry, MSU 

EDUCATION FOR CHANGE 

 Chair: Dorothy Rogers, 
MSU 

ά¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
and the Struggle for 
Democratic LiŦŜέ Olivier 
Michaud, Marta Pires & 
Joey Todd, MSU 

 

KANTIAN ETHICS 

Chair: Chris Herrera, 
MSU 

ά¢ƘŜ wƻƭŜ ƻŦ IƻǇŜ ƛƴ Yŀƴǘƛŀƴ 
Moral /ƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴέ Vincent 
Rama, WPU 
άaƻǊŀƭ Decisions amongst 

Kantian !ƎŜƴǘǎέ Herbert 
Roseman, Sacred Heart 

 

POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY 

Chair: Vonda Bozicevic, 
BCCC 

άYȅƳƭƛŎƪŀΩǎ Argument for Self-
DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘέ Hsin-Wen Lee, 
USC 
ά{ŎƘƻƻƭƛƴƎΣ aǳƭǘƛǘǳŘŜ ϧ 

Community Of Philosophical  
Inquiry With Childrenέ David 
Kennedy, MSU 

11-
11:50am 

12-1pm Lunch – University Hall 1010 

1-
2:30pm Plenary 

University Hall 1060 

 Melinda Roberts, TCNJ  
òAbortion And The Moral Significance Of Merely Possible Peopleó 

2:40-
3:30pm 

 
 

PHILOSOPHY OF ART 

Chair: Tiger Roholt, 
 MSU 

ά¢ƘŜ aƛƴŘΩǎ 9ŀǊΥ aǳǎƛŎŀƭ 
Imagination and Musical 
LƳŀƎŜǊȅέ Margaret Moore, 
Temple 
ά!ǳǘƘƻǊƛty and Musical 
LƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴέ Jonathan 
Neufeld, Vanderbilt 
άhƴ ²Ƙŀǘ !Ǌǘ Lǎέ Rick Kamber, 

TCNJ 
 

ETHICS 
Chair: David Benfield, 

MSU 
ά{ƛƴƎŜǊ ƻƴ the Duty to Aid 
ǘƘŜ tƻƻǊέ Morton Winston, 
TCNJ 
ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ bŜŜŘΚέ Laureen 

Park, NY City Tech/CUNY 
έThe Ambiguity of the 
ΨLƴƴƻŎŜƴǘΩ ƛƴ ¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛonal 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ Wǳǎǘ ²ŀǊ ¢ƘƛƴƪƛƴƎέ 
Vicente Medina, Seton Hall 

 

ETHICS, IN PRACTICE 

Chair: Ken Howarth, 
Mercer CCC 

άCǊŜŜ Will and the Asymmetric 
Justifiability of Holding Morally 
wŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜέ Benjamin Vilhauer, 
WPU 
ά{ƪŜǇǘƛŎƛǎƳΣ /ƻƎƴƛǘƛǾŜ Health, 
ŀƴŘ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ²ƛǎŘƻƳέ Pierre 
LeMorvan, TCNJ 
άwŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛƴƎ aƻǊŀƭ [ǳŎƪ ǿƛth 
5ŜǘŜǊƳƛƴƛǎƳέ Drew Berkowitz, 
MSU 

ANALYTIC METAPHYSICS 
Chair: Kirk McDermid, 

MSU 
ά{ǳōǎŜǘ wŜŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΣ tŀǊǘƘƻƻŘΣ 

and Causal OverdeǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴέ 
Kevin Morris, Brown 
ά²Ƙȅ ǇǊŜƴŀǘŀƭ ƴƻƴŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ 
ōŀŘΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ōŀŘ ŀǎ ŘŜŀǘƘέ 
Huiyuhl Yi, UCSB 
ά¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊǎōǳǊƎ 

two-eƴǾŜƭƻǇŜ ǇŀǊŀŘƻȄέ Jeremy 
Gwiazda, CUNY 

3:40-
4:30pm 
 
 

4:40-
5:30pm 

5:30 Reception - University Hall 2004 
   

New Jersey Regional Philosophical Association 

Fall 2009 Conference ð Saturday, November 14 



Plenary Session Abstract 
The moral status of merely possible persons 

is a matter of current dispute, closely 

connected to still another--abortion.  This 

paper proposes Variabilism as a middle 

ground regarding merely possible people.  

Variabilism states that a loss incurred at a 

world where the person who incurs that 

loss does or will exist has full moral 

significance, while a loss incurred at a world 

where the person who incurs that loss 

never exists has no significance whatsoever.  

If, for persons, thinking and coming into 

existence come together, Variabilism 

supports the argument that early abortion 

is ordinarily permissible whether chosen for 

a good reason, a poor reason or no reason 

at all.  In contrast, in ordinary cases the 

permissibility of late abortion is put in 

doubt. 

About Montclair State 
For 100 years, the history of Montclair State 

has been one of growth and distinction.  At 

the undergraduate and graduate levels, 

MSU provides close to 300 majors, minors, 

concentrations and certificate programs, 

while remaining accessible and affordable.  

Our 246-acre campus boasts excellent 

academic and recreational facilities and an 

exciting calendar of events and perfor-

mances by students and professionals. 

Campus Map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conference Information (Philosophy 

& Religion Department):  

973-655-5144 
Day-of-Conference Emergencies:  

973-270-7651 
Conference website: 

chss.montclair.edu/philosophyreligion/NJRPA 
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