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Plenary Session Abstract

The moral status of merely possible persons
is a matter of current dispute, closely
connected to still another--abortion. This
paper proposes Variabilism as a middle

ground regarding merely possible people.
Variabilism states that a loss incurred at a
world where the person who incurs that
loss does or will exist has full moral
significance, while a loss incurred at a world
where the person who incurs that loss
never exists has no significance whatsoever.
If, for persons, thinking and coming into
existence come together, Variabilism
supports the argument that early abortion
is ordinarily permissible whether chosen for
a good reason, a poor reason or No reason
at all. In contrast, in ordinary cases the
permissibility of late abortion is put in
doubt.

About Montclair State
For 100 years, the history of Montclair State

has been one of growth and distinction. At
the undergraduate and graduate levels,
MSU provides close to 300 majors, minors,
concentrations and certificate programs,
while remaining accessible and affordable.

Our 246-acre campus boasts excellent
academic and recreational facilities and an
exciting calendar of events and perfor-
mances by students and professionals.
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Conference Information (Philosophy
& Religion Department):
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