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From the New Director -

A breathless entry into a fall buzzing with some new and some familiar faces in my pink
and purple office, newly painted to receive me as Director of Women and Gender Studies, a role 1
hope to grow in to in the years to come. But never too comfortable, no never that...for what is
feminism but a state of mind that challenges accepted verities and tried and true ways of looking at
the world and at ourselves—so that we may look askance at the daily injustices that otherwise go
unnoticed by most of us. Askance and in enough anger to want to DO something about changing
much that remains to be changed in this lovely multicolored world we inhabit, but which we have
not respected nor cared for in the ways we should have, rather, we have carried on in ways that
reflect the often unjust and cruel behaviors we practice toward each other daily in a race to the top,
get out of my way, gimme more and more, more always more so that here we ate, into almost the
second decade of the 215t century, a sorry state of affairs, how many wars, how many women and
men killed, children dying with bloated tummies from famines spawned by greed, and war, and the
corrupt pollution of our environments; women and boys raped by men brutalized by ideologies of
hatred spawned by the grave imbalances of power and privilege that continue to haunt us daily
whether we choose to acknowledge them or not. Afghanistan, Pakistan, Irag, Congo, Guinea, Pal-
estine...the list is long and the numbers of people injured, killed, hungry, spiraling into the millions,
keeping the cycle of violence going.

Yet, it is cause for some celebration of feminist activist and theoretical contributions to
the state of awareness, that The New York Tirdested an entire issue of its Sunday magazine re-
cently to the importance—eWhwoWemens' $© uRiagh
Cause of Our Timel (Aug 23, 2009). As the
world, women are routinely beaten, raped or sold into prostitution. They are denied access to
medical care, education and economic and political power. Changing that could change every-

thing. | While | agree that we need to sto
wortldwide so they become barbarisms of the past, thus helping the world as a whole to move for-
ward, what the quote wrongfully i mpl+imts, I
within our own society and culture in part
eral. This is not the case, for as Andrea Dworkin pointed out decades ago, women (and men)
everywher e, including right here in the US
human relations, are commodities in a glob

equivalents of land to be occupied and conquered. According to the National Crime Victimization

Survey, which includes crimes that were NOtreported to the police, 232,960 women in the U.S. were

raped or sexually assaulted in 2006 [the last year from when figutes ate available]. That's more than

600 women every day. The Justice Department estimates that one in five women will experience

rape or attempted rape during their college years, and that less than five percent of these rapes will

be reported. We stil!]l live in a culture wh

tions of women point out, women are depicted as highly sexualized objects of male fantasy and

desit}and t he men as both rapi Sséxal dedrss. Hweahde as

move beyond these tired clichés which are denigrating and harmful to both women and men?
Nevertheless, on the national stage we do have some milestones to celebrate, yet, there are

other issues like Health Care which can only make one wonder if Universal Coverage will ever

come to pass in a country as rich as the USA. Finally, Congress has voted overwhelmingly in favor

of expanding the definition of federal hate crimes to cover anti-gay assaults—or any attacks on

persons because of their sexual orientation. Such a step , if it becomes law (as it is poised to do)—

would extend protections to lesbian, gay and transgender people, and is a welcome and overdue

step in the right direction. Here again, such legislation shows us the power of the people, because it

comes only after much progressive activism in the wake of the 1998 brutal murder of gay college

student Matthew Shephard of Wyoming. At MSU, too, thanks to the unflagging efforts of many

people, we have just this year celebrated the opening of our LGBT Center on campus. Judge Sonia

Sotomayor‘s appointment as the first Latin

and..(continued on page 2)



Letter from Director (cont.)

men alike who wish to see this country and its highest offices peopled by individuals of integrity and reflective of the diversity of
this nation. She has been praised by a former law clerk as instantiating the rule of law and fairness which the wotld could use a lot
of right now! The Health Care Reform debate, however, has gotten off to a shaky start, with the issue of abortion becoming a bat-
tlefield for Congtress in it. Did you know there is still a 30-year —old ban on the use of taxpayer money to pay for elective abortions
(no matter the urgency of the reason)—while there is no such ban on our taxes going to bail out the big banks and financial corpo-
rations whose greed has led to the worst economic recession in US history since the early part of the last century.

If issues like the above-mentioned interest you, and make you want to analyze the wortld you live in and press for changes
whete you see the need for them to make the world a better, more equal, progressive and peaceful one for all, regardless of gender,
age, sexual preference, religion, nationality, ethnicity or class status, then the Women and Gender Studies is the Program for youl!

Come join us in our exciting and urgent mission.

In Solidarity,
Fawzia Afzal-Khan

Changes in WMGS Program Assistant

Alicia Remolde, the former WMGS Program Assistant, writes:

Dear students, faculty, and friends of WMGS,

The last four years have been outstanding and unforgettable for me as the WMGS Program As-
sistant. I am fortunate to have met and worked alongside so many interesting, generous, inspiring
people who make WMGS such a dynamic and special program. You all have taught me so much
through your support, activism, and experiences. My time with you was truly transformative and I will
always be with you in spirit. I won't say "goodbye" since I am still here on campus in my new position
as Program Assistant for the Center for Writing Excellence (please stop by and say "hello" in Dickson
284). I hope to see you around campus and at future WMGS events.

In solidarity,
Alicia Remolde

Mia Siegert takes on the role of new WMGS Program Assistant. She writes:
Hello everyonel!

Il *“m Mia Siegert, the new Program Ass
past May with a B.A. in English (Creative Writing concentration). I was fortunate enough to receive
Honorable Mention in Fiction for the 2009 MSU English Department Awards, have a professional
reading of a play I wrote at 12 Miles West Theatre in association with the NJ Playwrights Association,

and publication of one of my s TheNamalsRewew.in
currently working on two novels. When 1|°
costumes from Japanese anime andsci-f i series. | *m planning 0

M.F.A. in Creative Writing to further my education and hopefully become a professor.

I would like to thank all the faculty, staff, and students for being so kind and involved with
my transition into this position. Taking
to take this challenge head on, and thrilled to be a part of the program! If you have any questions,
comments, or suggestions regarding the WMGS Major or the WMGS and GLBTQ minors, I can be
reached at siegertm@mail. montclair.edu or x7911, but better yet come visit me and our fantastic staff
in DI 120! Let‘s make this a great start

Sincerely,
Mia Siegert

WMGS wants to know:

How are you making a difference on campus this s

-]

FACULTY UPDATES

A lot has changed for the
WMGS Program since
Spring 2009.

Dr. Sally McWilliams has
taken the position of
Wo men* s
Portland State University in
Portland, Oregon. We know
she‘l 1l make
and wish her the best!

Dr. Gil Zicklin has come
on board as the new
GLBTQ Studies
Coordinator.

Dr. Fapria Afgat-Khgynpes
won the MSU Distinguished
Scholar Award and has been
n o mi n a t ed (
%ti Inf(avrpancin %\ﬁabd
Sbeowilll ﬁ)egtaklpgdeave p 4
Spring 2010. Dr. Cynthia

Eller will be taking her lac_e
OV e rg ke R,

t Amdrew Haa, mtexalsitgd
scholar at UPenn, joins us
for Fall _Q
professor to teach
Intro to GLBTQ Studies,
the core course for the

GLBT
emester

inot.

Studi
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Student Activism on Campus

These groups are here to support MSU students in their quest for volunteerism, activism an
classroom. Join and bring your ideas t|o t
tiative and start your own group or workshop. There are no limits

Q17 - Thursdays - 2:00-3:30pm - LGBT Center (Student Center 423)

Q17 is an informal discussion group focusing on issues pertaining to the LGBT community on campus and beyond.

SOYS - Sisters on Your Side - Wednesdays - 5:00-7:00pm - Webster Hall Lounge

A unique women's support group focused on creating a safe space for MSU's women students. SOYS is comprised of a
diverse group of women, graduate and undergraduate, and seeks to help women achieve their goals through the supportive
network of other women students.

SPECTRUMS - Mondays - 8:00pm - Student Center 411

SPECTRUMS is a student organization dedicated to educating the community to gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender
issues. We work to help end bigotry on the MSU campus, to create a safe, supportive, and fun environment for GLBT
students and allies, and to celebrate diversity.

VOX - Voices for Planned Parenthood - Tuesdays - 2:30-3:30pm - Student Center 418
A campus chapter of the national organization and educates the university community about reproductive rights, health, and
human sexuality. Let your voice be heard. Join Vox.

WAVES - We Achieve Victory, Equality & Solidarity - Wednesdays - 2:30-3:30pm - Student Center 418
Dedicated to promoting gender equality and diversity and welcomes allmembers of the campus community. As activists,
WAVES secks to educate the campus on issues affecting women locally and globally.

No Boundaries - Tuesdays - 2:30-3:30 - LGBT Center

An informal discussion group about gender, gender identity, and transgender issues. "No Boundaries" is open and welcom-
ing to all LGBT students, allies, and all those secking a tolerant and open mind.

AIC - Acceptance in Christ - Mondays - 2:30-3:00 - LGBT Center
LGBT Affirming Christian Group

MONTCLAIR STATE UNIVERSITY Sdfe Spdce Trdining
| i\

GLBT (£7 The person displaying this

NS decal (a button or sticker on Join the WMGS facebook and you can:

Participate on the Internet!

N . . )
,-qu their door) is supportive of 1. Post your opinions on the questions/ issues raised in the
w«& gay, lesbian, bisexual and —Did You Know?lh. sect] on
transgender people; non- 2. Post your WMGS related event

judgmental; understanding and trustworthy should ) ) .
. . 3. Look for events to attend in your immediate area.
anyone need help, advice or conversation.

4. Submit ideas for the Spring newsletter, a workshop, an event,

Training is required. a course, ctc...

Come to the next scheduled training:

November 3, 2009 from 2:00pm-3:00pm
at the Drop In Center

WMGS wants to know:

Contact Amiec MacMath (macmatha@mail. montclair.edu) at Have yOU taken nOtICe Of the natl
the LGBT Center for more information on getting your g I 0 b a I even t S

entire department or organization trained!
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[ DidYouKnow?] The issue was entitled —i‘Eav.i

Who's doing the saving? 1|s
victims without autonomy?

The August 23, 2009 Issue of
New York Times Magazine The feature article, —The W
identi fied Wo me n's Ri g¥upum, stated that

as the human rights cause of o:urtlme [Lwomen®s] liberation o0

from poverty to chi

g Antl rape actlvlsts ln the Congo Say g E........................................................:...................2 ;..........................................................:
i the rape epidemic stems from the ; Secretary of State, Hillary i 1 According to the NY Times,

criminally controlled mineral trade i Rodhamn Clinton visited Easterns she unveiled $17 million ear-

) : p
and the ongoing war. They urged Congo deemed the rape capital of i marked to help fight sexual

i Clinton to focus her energies on end- violence in the Congo

i the world by the UN, in August.. : e e

{ing these causes of the rape ep1dem1c..

i President Nicolas Sarcozy said that the burqa is not welcome in France because : Debate in France:

i itis a symbol of servitude and degradation. He would like to see current laws,

: banning head scarves from schools extended. e .
.................................................................................................................................... P Muslim women

..........................................................................

Many of the Muslim women at the center of
this debate have insisted that they ChoOs&

Diane Sawyer joins Katie Couric on the nightly news circuit, making two of
i cover. Critics insist this is anti-Islam legislation : :

H the three major network news voices female. :
and not about the women at all. § DR R L R R R R P P R R P R PP PP PP PP PP PP PP PP PP PP 1

........................................................................

‘According to

ABC‘s —Wor | d Newzsﬂawyeahanmed]anb?e ¥T£1(Sald°owe

................................................................................................

i more than 10 years

Theo B. Olson, the conservative lawyer : .for this position; she of the country (USA)...43 per-

{i waspassedover iicent are wWome
: whose argument before the Supreme ! twice. Her wait did mordkely to oive their monc
: Court in the 2000 election put George Wi { notcome toanend | Y8 y
: Bush into office, will argue before the Su- §unzl R I
: . ecided to step i : :
preme Court for the legalization of down. A modern | i A drive has been created by

I fth lled
Same Sex Mattiace f 1 example of the some of these wor.nefn ca e. E
ge. . .Women Mosg Millions with

’ : Gl ass C:eg the centraggoal of raising $150 :

e et IlliON in 3 years. They have
: i surpassed this, simply by asking

. . i women to donate $1 mllhon
' The NY Times articl e =8kipp ..p
: t th d

lsn‘t Just a Man‘s Ga }édlt““d“ja e
: i tion on the cultural/ bio glcal fferences
: Pimbwe people in Tanzania where women switched : } between men and women. Belkin reports
: .that—...the Cen
i : Inchana University suggests that while men'
i ing their social relationships and thereby decreasing : idescribe their giving as practical—filling in
: hild 1i _the gaps that go—v,e

child morta ltY' women describe theirs as emotional, an
obligation to help those with less.

: mates often as part of reproductive strategy, widen-

—Ban t he Burzq

all

—~ = [
o O W”mW

n

rnm
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Women World Leaders SEX/GENDER
By Krystal A
Presidents: y Kiystal Arango
1. ChileMichelle Bachelet Jeria For South African runner, Caster Semenya, Summer 2009 ended
2. FinlandTarja Kaarina Halonen with a life changing experience not many 18 year olds face. After winning an
3. GaborRose Francine Rogombe 800 meter race in 1 minute and 55.45 seconds, Semenya was subjected to vari-
 IndiaPratibh sinoh Patil ous sex-determination tests due to sex ambiguity.
4 diaPratibha Devisingh Pati Over the past few years, in part because of my Biology and WMGS
5. IrelantMary MacAleese . . S )
. / ) double major, I have consciously observed how rigid our black and white,
6. L!berlaEllenJ ohnson S1r1e'af male and female world is. The gray area is petrceived as a deviation from the
7. LithuanigDalia Grybauskaite nomand so we try to mold it to fjt o
8. Phillipine&loria Macapagal Arroyo in a wotld that attributes gender to outward appearance, without ever taking a
9. Argentin&. Fernandez de Kirchner l ook at a person‘s genitals, hor mor
Pri Ministers: commented the Russian runner, Mariya Savinova, about Caster Semenya not
rlme. s .ers. , passing the sex-determination tests.
L. Bangl_adeShelkh Hasina Wajed It is in the biology of sex that one recognizes that it is a not-so-
2. Croatigadranka Kosor perfect process, more complicated than we like to think. Anne Fausto-
3. Germanjtngela Merkel Stetling, a Professor of Biology and Women's Studies at Brown University,
4. Haitt Michele Pierre-Louis formul ated a proposal for —The Five
5. Icelangdohanna Sigurdardottir right direction. She recognizes that the rigid boundaries set by society are in
6. Mozambiqueuisa Dias Diogo fact blurred and leave many people like Semenya feeling ostracized, and as if
7. UkraingYuliya Tymoshenko something is wrong with them when the problem is our system of gender
’ classification.
Queens:
1. DenmatRargethe 11 Krystal Arango is a senior who is due to graduate in May 2010. She is a dguble mg
2. UK: Elizabeth II ogy and Womendés and Gender Studiegs.
3. Netherlandsatrix made her the perfect writer for this story which has inundated newspapers since Se
Governor-Generals:
1. Saint Luci&alliopa Peatlette Louisy
2. Canadafichaclle Jean Spring 2010 Registration is scheduled to
3. Antigua and Barbudaise Lake-Tack .
4. AustralisQuentin Bryce begln November 9th.
WMGS Major/ Minor and GLQS Minor Program
WMGS minor students fulfill 18 credits: three required courses (WMGS 102, 201, 301) and 9 credits of electives.
WMGS major students fulfill 33 credits: 5 required courses (WMGS 102, 201, 301, 303, 402) and 18 credits of electives.
GLBTQ Minor students fulfill 18 credits: one required 200-level core course plus five electives.
Spring 2010 Course Offerings for WMGS majors/minors & GLBTQ minors
Core courses:
WMGS 102 I ntroduction to Women's & Gender Studies
WMGS 301 Feminist Theory - Prof C. Eller - Thursday, 5:30-8:00pm
WMGS 402 Resear ch Semi n-&kbf]. LamdweM/o Mendny 280-5:80pnd Gendefr S
WMGS 410 Coop Ed: WeBhen's and Gender Studies
GLBTQ MINOR ONLY:
GLQS 200 Intro to GLBTQ Studies - Monday, Thursday -10:00-11:15am
OTHER:
WMGS 302 Selected Topics: Masculinities - Prof Y. Besen - Tuesday, Thursday 8:30-9:00am
WMGS 355 Human Trafficking - Prof. V. Michalsen - Monday, Thursday 2:30-3 : 4 5 p m’
Pick up the full Spring 610 | ist of electives|l at
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FALL 2009 Events
(for more information on an event contact the WMGS program)
At wmsg@mail. montclair.edu or x7911

Montclair State University

Student Research Symposium
An annual forum to showcase and
award outstanding student scholarship
October 26, 2009, 10-2:30pm and research by students in CHSS and
University Hall Courtyard Lounge CSM. This event is open to under-
Come find out why our students and faculty are so passionate about Wateatid graduate students.
pieces of the student written and performed play o0Fe
Siegertds short story O0A Ver:t i cal V\ﬁeo%irdcigatezab()“t trans
(Refreshments served)

WMGS OPEN HOUSE

Submit abstract (no longer than 200

WHY WE MI GRATE: STORIES OF MEXVE®FE2ne5esss pral prgqgta-
October 27, 2009, 8pm ! tion by
University Hall, Rm. 1020 : November 16, 2009.
Come hear Paola G. Galindo speak on immigration. Cosponsored with the CEpteffore information:

NonVi ol ence and Peace I nit I| at Pltt‘IS.?/%hssfi‘n@rﬂclmke@@/asrwo mends

TIINA ROSENBERG (Double Lectute)

October 29, 2009, 10-12:30pm

Dickson Hall, Cohen Lounge
Tiina Rosenberg will be giving two lectures. The first will be on QlLiee
den (301:15). The second is on Feminist Activism in Sh2d&). (11:

The theme of
Women's Histo
be:
Gender, God, Globalization
If you have an idea for an event or work-
shop, contact Mia at the
WMGS Program at
siegertm@mail. montclair.edu

Mont h

RI CHI E BERKOWI-F@QSSTbHBEKX
November 30, 2009, 10-11:30am
University Hall Courtyard Lounge
Richie Berkowitz will show scenes from his documentary about AIDS 2
the gay cofPomenitt yet iot |Aed i 63e1>§5| 0
the LGBT Center. !

/( )( / /S\AT%NETCLAIR

e ) UNIVERSITY Friends of Womends & Gender

1908-2008

‘

Interested in being part of the Women's
Consider a donation to the WMGS Gift Fund.

Montclair State University
1 Normal Ave

Non-profit organizations we are supporting are:

; Women for Afghan Women
Dickson Hall 120 Behbud
Montclair, NJ 07043 CAIf Central Asian Institute (founded by Greg Mortenson, author of Three Cups of) Tea
All three organizations support the empowerment of women through education for girls
Phone: (973) 655-7911 and boys, as well as job training and microcredit loans for women in Afghanistan
Fax: (973) 655-6802 and Pakistan.

Email: WMST@mail.montclair.edu
Faculty/staff - mark your gift form as a restricted gift to WMGS.

Off-campus donors:
Please contact Beth Kornstein, MSU Foundation (973) 655-3444
or
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